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in relation to any such appeal the provi-
sions of Subsection 2 of Section 24 shall
apply, and so on.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, In connec-
lion with any appeal the appellant will have
to put up a deposit of £10. 1 hope the Corn.
in ittee wvill b e content withl striking ont
only the words '*or any other person."

Amendment put, and a division taken
with thle following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

lion. C F. Baxter
Hion. i. l.Clydesdji
H.Io. L. Craig
Ron. J. Md. Drew
Hon. J. T'. Fratlklin
Hon, G. Fraser
Hon. E. H. Gray

Honl. V. HameraleY
H-on.. J. Nicholson
lion. H. V. Piosse
lHon. A. Thomuson

AVES.
Hon. 1. .1ol
l11. W. 11. Kits
Holt. .1. M. Ala,
Haln. G-. W. ii
Hon. T., Moore
Iton. H. S. W.
Hon. H. Tuee

tT'
Noes

Hon. C. B3. Willi
Hon. C. H. Witt
non. H. J. Yell,.
Ron. L. D. Delta
I (T

by him to have been received by the Treasury
from the 'State Saw Mills, been built up?
2, By how much will the payment of that
sumi (a) reduce the yearly interest on loans
being paid off by the State Saw Mills; and
(b) increase the yearly surplus of the con-
cern? 3, Is the surplus credited to the
State Saw M1ills or is it taken into Consoli-
dated Revenue?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (for
14 the Treasurer) replied: 1, Reduction of

8 stocks built up in years of bad markets has
- placed the banking account in a position to

6 repay an advance made some years ago from
- Revenue. 2, (a) £3,650. (bi) Profit and

i L oss Account charges will be reduced by a
on similar amount, 8, Any surplus onl Profit

:talao and Loss Account, such as referred to in
No. 2, is paid to Consolidated Revenue in

Parer accordance with the prvsin of the Trad-el,) ing Concerns Act.

asl
enborn
rud
a
eill".)

Amendment thus passed.
Onl motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, para-

graph (c) of proposed Subsection 2 struck
oilt.

Prog.ress reporieti.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.

cgislattve fAesenlblV.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-STATE SAW MILLS,
FINANCES.

Mr. BROCKMAN asked the Treasurer:
1, How has the amount of £62,024, stated

QUESTION-POINT SAMPSON JETTY.
M3r. WITHERS asked the Minister for

Works: 1, Is it a tact that turpentine piles
aire being imported for the Point Sampson
jetty? 2, If so, why are local piles not
being used?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (for
the Minister for Works) replied: 1, No. 2,
Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION-QUAIRLADING ROAD
BOARD, COMPLAINT.

Hon. C. G. LATHA'M asked the Minister
for Works: Will he lay on the Table of the
House all papers relating to a complaint
by one M. J. O'Hanlon against the decision
of the Quairading Road Board granting
permission for tile erection of gates across
Road No. 3768, which passes through C. J.
Woodroffe's property at Balkulling!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (for
the Minister for Works) replied: It is not
considered advisable to lay them on the
Table at the present juncture, for thq reason
that they may contain evidence that could
be used by Mr. O'Hanlon in connection with
certain court proceedings that he admits he
is taking against the road board and against
Mr. Woodroffe, but the departmental file is
available to the lion. member for his ownl
personal perusal.
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QUESTION-WIRE NETTING,
INTEREST CHARGES.

Mr. J. Machalum SMITH asked the Mliin-
ister for Lands: 1, What rate of interest is
charged against wheat formers on the cost
of wire netting supp)lied under the instal-
ment paymvient scheme? 2, What rate of
interest is charged onl overdue instalrnentsT

The MIINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(for the Minister for Lands) replied: 1, £5
per cent, per annum. 2, £E7 per cent, per

QUESTION-DENTAL TROUBLES,
EFFECT OF FLOUR PRODUCTS.

Mr. 'NORTH asked the MKinister for
Health: In view of the opinion expressed
from time to time by experts that dental
troubles originate chiefly from the consump-
tion of flour products without including in
the diet sufficient milk or cheese, will hie in-
fonal the House whether-(a) There is ainy
known substitute for milk which protects
the teeth from the harmi referred to, and
(bi) If the claim of the experts holds good
in regard to the alleged excellence of native
teeth?

The IISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
(a) The excessive consumption of starch
(flour) in the absence of a sufficient supply
of vitamin D leads to poor development of
the teeth. In the presence of suifficient
vitamin 1D excessive starch does not have
this effect. The main source of vitamin D
in the human diet is milk fat, which con-
tains all essentials of diet up to the age of
six months. So fat, as vitamin D is con-
cerned, cod liver oil is-nt substitute for milk,
bitt does not eontain the other essential
contained in milk; (b) The claims of ex-
perts in regard to the excellence of natives'
teeth hold] good butl for other reasons than
diet alone.

BILL--DIVORCE AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumied from the previous day.

HON. 0. G. LATHAM (York) [4.'3'5] 1
have no objection to offer to the Bill. As
the Minister pointed out lnst night when

he moved thle second reading, the Bill em-
bodies three or four small pr-ovisions de-
signed to rectify anomalies or overcome dif-
ficulties that exist. I agree with him with
respect to the referendum of the people
that may he required. The more we make
the conditions uniform the better it will
he, and the proposal embodied in the Bill
is a good one because there will be no mis-
understanding. We should make all legis-
lation in such matters conform, so that the
possibility of misunderstanding may be elim-
inated. The other provisions deal almost
entirely with Katanning and Northam and
T can see no objection to the measure at all.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Oommittee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL-ELECTORAL.

In Oormmittee.

Resumed from the previous day' . Mr.
Withers in the Chair; the Minister for Jus-
tice in charge of the Bill.

Postponed Clause 18-Qualification for
the Council:

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
miet-

That in linle 1 of subparagraph (i) of para-
graph (h) of Subelanse 1 thme wordl 'regis-
tcredt' ho struck oat.

It is not necessary' to repeat the
arguments that have already been advanced
in support of the amendment. If the word
he retained, it will deprive a number of
people of the franchise they now enjoy. As
the measure is merely a machinery Bill we
should not do that, but, on the other 'hand.
we should rather extend] the franchise.

The 2MINISTER FOR JUISTICE: I do
not propose to object to the amendment at
this stage. There is something in what the
member for Nedlands, has said.

Amendment put and passed.

Mir. F. C. L. SMITH: I move an amend-
ment-

That after ''provine''y ill line 2 of sub-
paragraph (1) of paragraph (b) of Subelause
(1) the following words be inserted, -'or has
.a right of ownershbip in a dwelling house as a
chattel in the province.5
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There is no provision in the Bill regarding
any person in a province who owns a
dwelling house built on a leasehold pro-
perty, irrespective of what the value of the
house may be. In the goldfields areas there
are many houses built on leaseholds, some of
which are for 21 years and others are held
on a 99 years lease. Although it is possible
to convert leaseholds into freeholds, which'
has been done iii some instances, as a rule
that course is not followed. The result is
that we have leasehold blocks adjacent to
freehold blocks, and the value of the dwel-
ling house onr the leasehold land may be
vastly in excess of that of the dwelling
erected on the freehold. Notwithstanding
that, the person with the freehold property
enjoys a vote under the provisions of the
Bill, whereas the owner of the dwelling
house on the leasehold block has not the
same privilege. The Bill should include a
provision so that a personl who owns
a dwelling house and has the right of
ownership in such dwelling house as a chat-
tel should be allowed to exercise the fran-
chise. It has definitely been established in
the courts that persons can have a right-hf
ownership not only in connection with
Crown leaseholds, but also with regard to
dwelling houses on mining leases. Particu-
larly do I think those who have dwelling
houses on leasehold blocks should hie en~
titled to the same consideration with regard
to the. franchise as is enjoyed by a person
owning freehold property worth £50. Per-
sons renting leaseholds from tim. Gov-ern-
ment are called upon to pay land tax, just
as are owners of freehold blocks. This dif-
ferentiattion between people owning dwel-
lings built on freehold and leasehold land
should he eliminated. The value of the
dwelling should be considered whether the
structure is situated on freehold or lease-
hold land.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
no objection to the principle embodied in
the amendment. Has the hon. member con -sutted the draftsman as to Ihe Proper place
to insert the wvordsl

Mr. F. C. IL. Smith: No.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T
think the words should be inserted after

Hon. N. Keenan: They wouild be more ap-
p~ropriate in subparagraph (ii).

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
because that subparagraph deals with lease-
holds.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: The amendment
does not specifically refer to dwellings on
leasehold. Quite a number of houses worth
over £50 axe built onr mining leases, and the
owners have no vote for the Legislative
Council.

Hon. N. Keenan: Your amendment should
he included in a separate subparagraph.

Mir. F. C. L. SMITH: Why?
Hon. N. Keenan: Subparagraph (i) deals

with freeholds, and subparagraph (ii) deals
with leaseholds. Your amendment deals with
other than leaseholds.

Air. F. C. L. SIMiTH: I do not mind
where the amendment is inserted so long as
the prilnciple is established.

The CHAIRMAN: Does the hon. member
desire to have the words inserted in sub-
paragraph (i)71

Mr. F. C. L. SM(ITH: Yes.
The 'MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I de-

sire to assist the ho,,. member to get his
amendment inserted, but I, want it inserted
in the right place. We have endeavoured
to put the provisions of the Bill into
proper sequence, and I wish to preserve the
sequence. The amendment might be in-
serted in subparagraph (i) for the present,
and if wve find that it would be more appro-
priate elsewhere, its position can be altered
later.

Hon. W. 1). JOHNSON: I hesitate to
support any amendment of clauses recom-
men01ded by the Royal Commission regard-
ig qualifications 'for the Council. The

Royal Commission must accept responsibil-
ity for the Bill. I am prepared to vote for
the recommendations, but if we are going
to start amending the qualifications, I want
to begin with the first words of the Bill.
I do not approve of the present qualifica-
tions for the Council as I consider the basis
quite wvrong, but as the Bill has been recom-
mended by a Royal Commission representa-
tive of Parliament as a whole, we should
accept the recommendations, particularly
when they relate to such corntroversial mat-
ters as the qualifications for the Council.
To make this amendment would be quite un-
fair to other members who desire various
amendments to the Council qualifications.
The Bill is not in accordance with Govern-
ment policy. Parliament, however, agreed
to the appointment of a Royal Commission
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to deal with the matter, and if we accept
their recommendations we throw the re.
sponsibility upon them. I am opposed to
the amendment.

Mr. THORN: I do not know of what use
Parliament would he if we could not dis-
cuss the recommendations of Royal Com-
missions, and determine whether to accept
them or not. We should not be asked to
accept such recommendations lock, stock
and barrel.

The 'Minister for Justice: The matter was
referred to a joint select coliliitte which
subsequently becamie a Roy' al Commission.

Mr. THORN: Surely we have the right
to express an opinion upon all that passes5
through our hands.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
init-

That in subparagraphi (ii) of paragraph (b)
the word ''registered'" be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon1. C. G. LATHAM: Would subpara-
graph (iv) of paragraph (b) be a duplica-
tion of what we have already passed?

The -Minister for Justice: No.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM3: Is it intended that

the elector shall have a vote as the owner
and another vote as the occupier?

The Minister for Justice: No.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It seems to me

this does give the elector a second vote, iii
view of what we have already passed.

The Minister for Justice: I have not had
an opportunity of studying the matter.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
meit-

That subparagraph (v) of paragraph (b)
be struck out with a view to inserting other
words.

I understand that the objection taken by the
Chief Electoral Officer to the registration of
persons who appear on the electors' list of
any municipality or road board is because
of the difficulty in which he is placed by
Section 1.5 of the Constitution Act, 1899.
This sets out that if the name of a person
appears on such a list it automatically is
placedl on the electoral roll. The point he
asked the Royal Commission to consider was
that he could not in the circumstances check
the roll. It was contended that sometimes
names remained on the electors' list of the
municipality or road hoard after the persons
concerned had left.

Tf le Minister for Justice: No, a new elec-
toral list is printed each year.

Hons. N. KEENAN: He was compelled to
put the names on the roll, whereas he knew
they ought not to be there, and the quali-
fication was no longer enjoyed by the per-
sons concerned. The words I propose to in-
sert, if the subparagraph is struck out, will
enable the Chief Electoral Officer to verify
the rolls at any time. My desire is to see
that the electoral roll for another place is
made as wide as possible. I aot assured on
the best of authority that a large number
of people who now appear oil the roll would
lbe removed from it if we struck out this
subparagraph. They have merely been put
on the roll by virtue of their enrolment on
the electors list of some municipality or
road board. If my suggestion is adopted,
the Chief Electoral Officer will he able to
examine the q1ualifications of the people con-
earned before leaving their names on the
roll.

Mr. Sleeman took the GCluir.

The MINISTER FOR. JUSTICE: I op-
pose the amendment. The contention of the
Chief Electoral Officer is that the rate-
payer's qualification is a hybrid sort of
thing. The position is very different to-day
from what it was when, th Municipalities
Act and the Road Districts Act were passed.
Because the names of people appear on the
electoral list, they go on to the Legislative
Council roll. Three people may have an in-
terest in a block of land worth £150. Under
the Electoral Act each would require to have
a third interest before any of them could
be enrolled. Under the M-unicipalities Act
or the Road Districts Act it could he agreed
between them that anyv two of them should,
irrespective of the value of the interests of
any of them, be elected to represent all
three. Such a thing was not thought of
when the Electoral Act was passed. As a
matter of faet. no provision of the Elec-
toral Act leads to greater abuse than this
qualifleation does. The list is made uip in
September. A man is entitled in September
to be on the roll. He removes in October.
Then he has no qualification; but because his
name is on the list it must perforce appear
on the roll, and no one can object to its
being there. The election comes on in 'May,
and the muan's name is taken from the rate-
Pavers' roll. Admittedly he then has no
qualification, hut the Act says that because
he is on the ratepayers' roll lie must neces-
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sarily be placed on the Legislative Council for rates is made on an occupier he can

Hon. N. Keenan: Ify provision is that he
must continue to hold the qualification, that
be only remains on the Legislative Council
roll so long as he continues to hold the quali-
fication. Tha~t is shown on the Notice Paper.

The MINISTER. FOR JUSTICE: Who
is to ascertain whether he is qualified?

Hon. N. Keenan: That is the duty of the
Chief Electoral Officer.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: There
may' be an office building in a locality; and
anybody, occupying a room in that building
must, under the Municipalities Act or the
Road Districts Act, be placed on the roll,
whereas the genuine householder, who rents
a room at £1 per week, is absolutely dis.
qualified.

Alr. Moloney: That is what the hon. mem-
ber wants.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
is what is wanted. When soldiers were at
the Front and two or more families of sal
diers were living in one house, the soldiers
were not allowed to be on the Legislative
Council roll. On the other hand, a business-
man who takes a room for a week, puts in
a. table and a couple of chairs, and is in
occupation on the 30th September-whnni
the roll is made up-is entitled to be on the
roll, even though the business he is
engaged in fails at the end of the
first week. Still, we do not want
anyv wholesale disfranchisement on the
eve of an election. Doubtless most of the
people affected will have sonic other
qualification entitling them to be on the
roll. But the ratepa ' er's qualification
should not be allowed to continue. On re-
ferringe the matter to the Crown Tsaw offi-
cers I was given as sin instance of the
abuses which may take place under the
law as it stands, thec fact that only reeently,
some .50 claims for enrolment were submit-
ted en bloc by a local governing body, the
Kalgoorlie Road Board.

Hon. N. Keenan: Those persons must
have been rated by the road hoard.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: They%
were put on the roll as occupiers, and prob-
ably they are not ratepayers. Hundreds
of people on the ratepayers' roll do not
pay rates, these being paid by the land-
lord. Such people can become ratepayers
by virtue of the Municipalities Act anil
the Road Districts Act, because if a claimn

stop those rates out of the rent due to the
landlord and pay the rates himself direct.

Hon. N. Keenan: If the rate is charged
in the rent, what is the differenee9 Who
pays the rate?9

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Every
single room in an office building is not
rated.

Hon. 'N. Keenan: But every single trm
in the building is taken into account.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: An eni-
ployee in a mine had a typewritten claim
put in on his behalf, stating that he was
a ratepayer because he was a storeman at
the mine and occupied the store. That em-
ployee took no responsibility whatever for
the claim. And such cases are frequent.
That kind of thing was not dreanit of -xhen
the relevant Acts were passed. The local
authorities do not worry in the slightest
about electoral qualifications. On the other
hand, the working man wvho rents a room
in a house at £E1 per week is rigidly barred
from getting on the roll. I know of a case
in which four Thomsons were, without in-
quiry, placed on the roll as occupiers,
merely their surnames appearing, without
initials, so that the persons could not be.
identified at all. There has been too much
roll-stuffing in connection with the quallil-
cation. We ought to have a clearly de-
fined qualification set forth in the
Electoral Act itself, and not a qualifica-
tion dependent on something appearing in
some other Act, which may be amended
from time to time. While we are trying to
continue the original scheme, other Acts
affecting the matter are amended in such
a way as to upset the whole scheme of
qualification. The Bill follows the Act of
South Australia, which is the only State
that deals with qualifications of the Legis-
lative Council by themselves. In other
States the ratepayers' qualification is the
qualification for Council electors, and when
the qualifications of ratepayers are altered,
it means an alteration also in the qualifi-
cation of Legislative Council voters. In
this State the Municipalities Act of 1805
provided that the qualification for a
Legislative Council elector should be
the qualification of a Tatepayer, but in
1906 the Municipalities Act was amended
by- throwing the onus for the paymnent of
rates on the occupier instead of on tho
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owner. Now it is suggested that we should
revert to the conditions of 1900 by accept-
ing the qualifications of ratepayers. In
view of the experience we have had in the
past, I am not inclined to agree to any
amendment not in accord with the Royal
Commission 's decision.

Hon. N. KEBENAN: The Minister has
made a comparison between the occupier of
an office and the occupier of a dwelling
house. But it must be remembered that an
office is separately rated, whereas a single
room in a dwelling is not separately rateco.

The 'Minister for Justice: But why not?

lion. N. KEENA1N: Of course the 'no.
went a house is divided up into fiats by
the inclusion of artificial walls, then every-
thing in that house is rated separately,
with a result of a much increased rating
for the whole of the building. Thereupon
each occupier of a flat in that house is
entitled to get on the roll. It is suggested
that there are numbers of bogus eases. No
doubt there are, just as there are in the
Assembly rolls. Let the Mlinister go
through any electorate after the publica-
tion of the rolls and find ont how mai~y
names are not there, and it wvill. surprise
him. On the occasion of the last election
two ladies at West Subiaco who have been
10 years in the same house were not on the
roll, notwithstanding- that they -were still
residing in the same premises. Probably
when the canvasser called they were
not at home, and he forgot to call
again and so their names were. left off the
roll. What I am concerned about is that
this5 provision will pitt off the roll a large
number who in the past have been on the
toll, eind that I hold is not desirable. The
Minister wvishes to wipe out quite a lot of
these people and so enormously reduce the
number of electors on the roll. Rather than
reduce the number on the roll, it is desirable
that we should increase it. I hope the
provision will be struck out.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majiority as'ra'tt

25
2.3

AYE
Mr. Boyle
At r. Keensn
M r, Latham
Mr. Mctsartr
Mr. Nortb
Mr. Patrick
Air. Sampson
Mr. Seward

a.
.r. H Smith

Mr. Stubbs
Itir. Thorn
Mr. Warner
Mr, Watts
Mr. Welsh
M r. Doey

(eller')1

NES.
'Ar. Clothier %Ir. lunsie
Mr. Coverley Mr. Needhamn
Mr. Cons M r. Nelsen.
M r. Cunningham %Ir. Rodereda
Mr. Fox Mr. V. C. L. Smith
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Hegney '"r. Wilicock
Miss Nei~man %I r. Wilson
Mr. Johnson Mr. Wise
Mr. Lambert Mir. Withers
M r. 'Marshall %Jr. Wainmbrough
Air Maoney I(Teller.)
Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amiend-
nient-

That the following be inserted to stand as
.Subclause (2) :

(2.) (a) The Chief Electoral Officer may re-
quire any applicant nder subsection (1) (it,
(il), (Uii), (iv), or (v) by notice in writing
addressed to such applicant to produce for his
inspection all such paper, writings, or other
documents as may be necessary to establish the
bona fides of his qualification for enrolment as
an elector.

(b) if the Chief Electoral Officer is dis-
satisfied with the evidence so tendered to 1dm
he may reject the claim and must thereupoen
give notice in writing to the applicanit of such
rejection.

(e) The applicant may thereupon appeal
against such rejection as provided in section
fifty in the ease of claimis and mnutatis Pipulan-
dis the sonic procedure Shall be followed.
At a previous sitting the M1inister asked
whether any suggestion could be made which
would safegutard the position and enable the
Chief Electoral Officer to keep the roll in
proper order notwithistanding that we r~e-
moved the qualification of leaseholds and
determined that they had to be reg-istered.
Tn an endeavour to achieve that objet I
have drafted this proposed new suhelense.
It will be remembered that in many cases so-
called leases are quite sufficient to maintain
the bona fides of a qualification, althongh
not legally leases. In order to enable the
Chief Electoral Officer to satisfy himself as
to their bona fides, T hare drafted this sub-
clause. It provides that the Chief Electoral
Officer can call upon an applicant to produce
for his inspection all papers to establish the
bonn fides of his qualification, and that if
the claim is rejected the applicant has the

- right of appeal.
S The MINISTER FOR. JUSTICE: r

- hardly think the amendment 6~ necessary.

IM
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It (loes not provide any power beyond that
which the Chief Electoral Officer has at the
present time.

I-on. N. Keenan; I m not pressing the
amendment.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: At the
sanme time I thank the lion. member for his
off er of assistance.

Mr. Mlarshall: floes thic Minister intend to
vote for the newv subelause!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.
Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move n amend
ment-

That in Subejause 5 the definition of "R' eg-
istered" he struck out.
This is a consequential amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

New Clause:

11r. F. C. L. SMITH: I move-
That the following new clause be inserted

.to stand as Clause 54:-(54.) The Regis-
trar of Titles (luring every month in each year
shall forward to the Chief Electoral Officer a
list in the pi-eseribed form of the transfers of
titles to land that have been effected during
the preceding month, together with the nmes
of. the transferors and transferees.
It is important that the Electoral Registrar
should have the information as suggested in
the amendment. We have a provision in
the Bill for the Registrar of Births, Deaths
aind Marriages, to send along information to
the Chief Electoral Officer to enable the roUs
to be kept up-to-date, and also for the
Comptroller General of Prisons for a simi-
lar purpose. I have no doubt that the in-
formation those officers can supply is of
assistance to the Chief Electoral Officer, and
I am satisfied that nothing could assist him
inore than information with respect to the
transfers of land during each month, be-
cause it is in connection with qualifications
'especting titles for land more than from
any other cause that there are more names
on the roll than shonld be there. It con-
stantly happens that people are transfer-
ring qualifications for enrolment to some
other person, and it is necessary that the
Chief Electoral Officer should be in posses-
sion of that information. We find that even in
-the preparation of new rolls the names of
persons continue to appear on the rolls with
the qualifications of a title for land when,
for years, they have lost that qualification
by having transferred the land to someone

else. It is necessary that a check should be
kept at the electoral office of all transfers.
I have known of three persons having been
enrolled, those three persons holdingz the one
qualification in connection with a block of
land iii Kalgoorlie. If one were prepared
to pay half-a-crown and lodge an objection
to the names of the three persons thus en-
rolled, his objection would certainly be fri-
volous in connection with two names. It is
alwoys difficult iiA such cases -to deteninine
whic-h of the three is untitled to the qualifi-
cation in connec-tion with such enrolment.
Whilst the Hill as it stands provides that a
list shall he sent to the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer fr-om the Comptroller of Prisons and the
Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages,
there is no provision for a list being sup-
plied by the Registrar of; Titles. Therefore
I have framed my amendmenc to give the
Chief Electoral Officer authority to get the
information. I take it it is his duty to keep)
tie rolls clean and not wvait until someone
raises an objection to certain qualifications.
When hie finds, as lie will find from the list,
such as is indicated in the amendment, that
certain quamlifications appearing on the roll
have been transferred to other people, lie
wiill be in the possession of information
which will justify him at least in requesting
the people concerned to supply him with
proof that they still possess the qualifica-
tions under which they are enrolled.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Had
the Bill been passed as it was introduced the
amendment wvould have been very desirable,
in fact almost necessary; but we have
altered the Bill with regard to registrations
and the Re.ristrar of Titles would never
be able to supply 20 per cent. of
the information that the Chief Electoral
Office would require. I find that
because of the numerous transactions going
through the Titles Office there would be a
good deal of cost involved, and as the Chief
Electoral Officer has now every facility for
acquiring information regarding the owner-
ship of land, without casting upon the Regis-
trar of Titles the expense of supplying that
information, there is no need for the amend-
ment. Moreover, in many instances the in-
formation would not be of any value. Had
we kept the definition of registered free
holds it would have been a different matter.
I regret it cannot accept the amendment.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: The only sound
argument the Minister has advanced has
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been that respecting the cost. I do not know
how much it would cost or anything at alt
about that aspect. The list supplied by the
Registrar of Titles would show the changes
in the qualifications for enrolment.

The -Minister for Justice: You must re-
member the thousands of blocks worth £630
or £C40 that change hands.

Mr. F. C. 1L. SMNITH: I should like to
know where they are.

The Minister for Justice: At Triton, for
instance, there would be 40 or 50 blocks.

Mr. F. C. L. SMKITH: How ninny blocks
are there worth £40 as compared with blocks
worth a good deal more than that? At least
90 per cent. of the qualification held by those
on the Legislative Council roll conecrs land
worth more than £E50. The smaller values
attach to blocks in remote are"s and, in all
probability, the owners have not made appli-
cation to be enrolled. The Minister sug-,
gested that the Chief Electoral Officer was
checking the rolls all the time to ascertain
that the electors retained their property
qualifications.

The Minister for Justice: That is so. I
do not refer to the Chief Electoral Officer
himself -but to his staff, who are on the work
all the year round.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: I do not think it
possible for them to be checking up the
whole of the electors, but if it is the job of
the electoral staff, then what assistance do
they require to a greater extent than that
indicated in my amendment?

Amendment put and negatived.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

ANNUJAL ESTIMATES, 1935-36.

In Comm itie of Supply.
Debate resumed from the 15th October on

the Treasurer's Financial Statement, and on
the Annual Estimates; 31r. Sleeman in the
Chair.

Department of Minister for Mines (R7on.
S. TV. Mun sie, Minister).

Vote-Mines, £123,767:

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
NV. Mrunsie-Harnnans) [6.5] : In introduc-
ing the -Mines Estimates for the year, there
is no doubt in ray mind that the production
of gold for the cnrrent 12 months will not
quite reach the production for the past year.

Members need not be alarmed at that state-
nient. That result is due entirely to the fact
that for approximately six weeks during the
first two months of the year, the principal
prod ucing mines of the State were not work-
ing owing to an unfortunate industrial
trouble. Increased activity has been shown,
in the mnining industry, because each mionth
since then there has been a continuous in-
crease in the production of gold as corn-
pared with the corresponding months of the
previous year. As a matter of fact perus-
ing the returns for nine months a11( com-
paring them with the total for the p~revious
year, it would appiear that we will be well
down in production; but the last three
nionths of every year are the busiest of the
12 months from a mining and production
point of view. Therefore, I anticipate that
at the end of this year our produnction will
be fairly close, although I (10 not think it
will -be quite up to that of last year. In-T
creased production month by month is a
good sign. Another pleasing feature to
which I draw the attention of the Commit-
tee is the increase in the number of men
directly employed in the industry. Last
year there were 13,310 employed, and this
year there arc, 13,500 engaged in the indus-
try. I shall quote some other figures at
this stage because I think that course is jus-
tifiable. The total production of gold from-
Western Australia has now reached
41,091,65] fine ozs., valued in sterling at
£C174,546,215, or in Australian currency at
£186,599,696. With regard to the prospect-
ing scheme there are some comments I have
to make1 particularly in -view of the zitate-
ments I listened to last night. I shall deal
with the State Prospecting Scheme inauigur-
ated by' the present Government on the 1st
July, 1933. Full assistance under that
scheme has been granted to 2,800 men by
the payment of sustenance and the loan of
tools, and 360 men have been helped by the
loan of tools only. The total number of men
associated with the scheme, therefore, was
3,160, and at present ithere are 752 ment
:still under the scheme. The total cost from
the inception, including gupervision and
equipment, has been £77,'000. To the 31st-
Aug~ust last the advances refunded totalled,
in round flgures, £11,000. (trushings re-
po~rted from those prospectors amounted to,
20,000 tons, from which returns totalling
8.600 ozs. were obtained, valued at £C68,800.
Crushings reported and put throug-h by men
who had been previously assisted an d a re
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new supporting themselves represented
8,050 tons for 3,508 fine ozs., valued at
£28,064, or a -total value of production de-
rived from in operating under the pros-
.pecting scheme of £;96,864. That does not
represent all that has been done for the
_prospectors. Last year I attended a confer-
once in Melbourne. At that gathering, which
had been convened by the Commonwealth,
Goverlnment, I submitted a schemne for the
relief of unemployment and suggested that
money should be made available to initiate
.an additional scheme for prospectors. The
Commonwealth granted the State £50,000
for prospecting, hut I am sorry to say that
-we have not beein able to spend the money
because we have not received the necessary
app!lications.

}lon. C. G. Latham: I suppose you could
not get suitable applicants?

The -MINISTER FOR MIES : Yes.
Hon. C. G. Latham: There must he miany

people who are willing to go out.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Every-

-where I have been, I have made the position
as plain as possible. More particularly was
that so when I have heard talk about men
walking about the country ill-fed and ill-
clad. I believe that is quite so, hut the fact
remains that they have not made applica-
tion to go under the newr scheme and receive
15s. a week with which to feed themselves.

Jfr. Rodoreda: Is that available for men
in the -North-West?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, not
at 15s. a week but at £1 a week. I have not
had any applications, from people in the
North-West -who desire to go prospecting.

M-r. Fox : Is not the trouble regarding
that scheme that there are not sufficient
experienced prospectors to go out with the
inexperienced men?

The MINISTER FOR MlINES: I am
glad of that interjection. As far as possible,
we have tried not to send men out unless
experienccd men could go with thenm. Un-
:fortunately, we hare had to abandon that
.attitude because it is impossible for us to
secure experienced men for that purpose.
On the other hand, men without experience
are being assisted and sent out without the
ad vantage of experienced men with them.

Mr. Patrick: -,Very often they are the
luckiest.

The MI1NISTER FOR MINES: If sue]:
-men will only be straight and tell us that
they have had no experience, they can r-e-
cnive advice from the departmental officials,

and when they do go into the outer areas,
they are sent where we know experienced
men are available and where supervisers are
in close contact with them. While that sys-
tem has been in op, "ation, each of the two
supervisors has repotted that the best type
of men sent out uinder the scheme are those
who were originally without experience. The
reason for that is that such men do as they
are told and therefore have a better chance
than others. I want the people of the State
to know that there has always been, during
the year, vacancies for not less than 300
men uinder the Commonwealth schemec, if
only nien will go out prospecting. That is
the position with regard to the Common-
wealth prospecting scheme. Under it, 1,419
men were provided wvith full assistance, 40
were supplied with the loan of tools and 12
with rail fares only. That makes a total of
1,471 men assisted from the inception of
thc scheme, and at the present stage there
are only 725 men remaining under it. I
could keep up the full quota of a thousand
all the year round if a sufficient number of
applications were received. The reports we
have received to date indicate that it is esti-
mated 75 per cent, of those men have left
the scheme and obtained permaner t employ-
ment in the industry.

Mr. Patrick: Because of the experierce
they have gained?

The MIINISTER FOR MINES: Ye;, and
because they happened to be in disttiots
where mining was carried on and where
opportonities were created. Still we hear
that there are hundreds of single men walk-
ing about the conntry ill-fed and ill-clad.

.Mr. Thorn: They like to pick their jobs.
The MINISTER FOR MKINES: I have

not much sympathy with single men -%ho,
will not take 15s. a week for tucker and a
chance to do something for themselves.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MLINISTER FOR M2\INES: Before
tea, I was dealing- with the prospecting
schemne and bad stated it is estimated that
at present 725 men remain on the scheme,
and that at least 75 per cent. of the men who
were sent out under the Commonwealth
scheme had obtained work on mines. The
men under the Commnonwealth scheme also
have produced 1,430 tons of ore for 542
ounces of gold, or a total tonnage produc-
tion fioom both schemnes, State and Federal,
of 29,480 tons for 12,650 ounces of gold,
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valued at £:8 per ounce, or £:101,200;- and all
told there have been assiisted 4,590 men. So
I do not think anyone can say that the
prospectors have iiot I'ven assisted in West-
ern Australia: and rniat is more, I do not
think anyone can say that the result ill to
(la te h)as not beenl :narniflcent.

Mrr. 'Marshall: Accordingl to your figures,
the prospectors have put back into eirenin.
tion miore money than it cost to sent[ thenm
there.

Trhe MINSTE FOR INES: Yes, con-
s4idcrabl 'v miore. -Now I wish to say a word or
two ahou1tt State batteries anti water sup-
pilies. The stun of £1,000 has been advanced
for batteryv treaitnienit of ore at 11alt's Creek.
£1,000 for a crushing-plant at Jacoletti in the
Nilgarn district, and £C2,500 for a battery
at Lenr.In each ease a condition of the
advance is that the owner shall crush for the
public, during- certain periods in each month.
Also £4,250 has been advanced for a battery'
at Nullag-ine, conditionally on its; erustliinlr
for poblic requirements.

Mr. M'varshall: For what period is that?
The MINISTER FOR MINES : No

definite period has been fixed. 1. do not
know of any battery that has had assistance
front the Government under those condlitions.
and has ever stopped crushing for the public;
there may ha.ve- been, hut I do not know of
oneL that has stopped after hjaving- been
a- isted I:v the department.

hot'1. C' CG. Latham: If the3- do not wvisht
to work full-time for themselves it would he
profitable for them to work for the public.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Two
aNJ-taInt -eologists, have been appointed, so
thme work. of speeding up surveys is going
ahead. The Commonwealth branch has also
got somte assistance in that directlion. The
Common weal th made available, E5,001i a yea r
for five years, to be divided between thr-e
Schools of Mine., for the purpose of assist-
ingI i n technical education. We reeived our
third share of that sum. They have em-
15loved a full-time lecturer in geologyv at tile
Sch ool of Mines, Kalgoorlie, and outside of'
that we have appointed an assistant lecturer
and an assayer, while provision has been
made for an additional cadet, who has now
been appointed.

Mr. 'Marshall: What is the total number
of geologists, in the State?

The 3TINISTER FOR 'MINES: I think
there are four, apart from the School of
Mines,. which mnake-. five in all. For some

F471

time we hadl one geologist, then two, and
now we have four, together with the mnan at
the School of Mlies. It is noteworthy and
very gratifying to me to see the activity in
the various fields. Many companies which
were floated early last year, or in the middle
of latst year, ha~ve come into production,
sonic inito productioni and otbere into good
development. Thiose most noteworthy
amnongst the now coneerns are the Tritonl
Gold Mline at Reetlys, time Lancelield, the Big
Hell, the, Norsenmni mines, and die Yellow-
iie. mlines.

Mr. V. C. L Smith: Are aill in the pro0-
ducirn- stage?

The AlINIS'fEl FOR M[INES : Yes,
three or four of thlose will be in at state of
p~rodluction l-erv soon now. There are many
small. shows developing splendidly' . and
p~lan~ts are being put in oin themn. 'Mains
Iwivate crushing plants are again inl opera-
tion, and partir-ular attention has been given
to the North and 'North-West portions of
the State. Our State batteryv s vstem was
establishedl very mnany years atgo, anid it is
.still being, run and supported by the -Mines
Department as practically flirs-t afid to
mlining. No dloubt thle State battery system
has hadi a wonderful influence on the mining
industry in this State. It was primarily de-
sined for the assistance of p~rospectors n

smiall. syndvic~ates, to enable themn to test out
shows and find how the ore would bulk be-
fore they wvent to the expense of erecting
batteries omm their own mines. Since the date
of inception, up to the end of August of
thisi rear thme 'State battery systemn has
crushevd 1 ,925,450 tons of ore for a
re~mmlt by amalgamiation of£59230
from sands treatment £1,290,904, from
slines £263,266. and from residues £:9,353,
or a total value produced of £7,547,984.
In addition, the State has run, and is still
prepared to run if necessary, an ore dress-
ing plant for tin. From that source they
have treated 81,768 tons, and black tin to
the value of £C93,833 has been recovered,
and from residues £572,. or a total produc-
tion from the system. including gold and
tin recovered. of £7,642.300. There are still
21 state batteries directly under the con-
trol of the 'Mines Department. Then these
figures are rather interesting: During
August the State batteries crushed 9,493
tons of ore for a yield by amalgamation of
6,332.10 ou~nces, valued in gold at par at
£22,795, or in Australian currency at its
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present value £46,729. During the same
month the total value cleaned up at State
batteries was £10,865. So the total yield
from the system for that month is £57,994.
I may say that while the State batteries
treat ore for prospectors aud small holders
at a rate lower than applies to most pri-
vate mills, the department renders assist-
anee by allowing a carting subsidy of Id.
per ton per mile for carting over five miles
and up to 20 miles. Similar subsidies
apply to ore seat to thle State batteries by
rail. Recently the Railway Department,
without consulting the Mines Department,
found it necessary to revoke the low-grade
charge of 1/d, per ton per mile on ore
railed in empty returning trucks and im-
pose a rate of slightly over 1d. per tea
per mile. In approved instances the 'Mines
Department have made arrangements to
meet this additional cost. We realise that
with gold at its present price, ore that
could not profitably be mined under ordin-
ary conditions can be mined and made to
pay uinder State battery conditions. If
people have -rich ore, they should pay the
extra railway freight, but it is difficult to
discriminate between one parcel and an-
other, and we considered that in the in-
terests of the industry, seeing that the
Railways had to be made to pay, it was
only fair for the -Mines Department to a-
sume the burden of the increased frei 'ghbt.
That has been done. Let me quote some 1ig-
ures drawing a comparison of the results
of the State batteries for the first six
months of 1934 and 1935-

1934-
Mfilled 44,18 tons; 23,122 ozs.
Cyanidied 42,677 tons; 7,102 ozq.

1935-
Milled 50,911. tons; 24,079 ors.
Cyanided 45,443 tons; 6,435 era.

The figures show that the State Batteries,
during the first six months of this year,
treated more ore for less gold, particularly
from cyanidation, than in the six mnonths
of the previous year. The extra quantity
crushed was 6,793 tons, and the results hy
amalgamation were 9.57 ounces more, than
in the six months of the previous year. As
to tailings, we cyvanided 2,766 tons more
in the first halt of this year, but obtaincd
867 ounces less than in the first six months
of last year. The reason fur that is found
in the price of gold and the treatment of

lower grade ore. The lower the grade of
ore put through the batteries, the less that,
is in the sands: Last year's tonnage
treated at State batteries constituted
a record since the inception of the
system. 1 have heard people state
quite recently that while there is acti-
vity in the mining industry at present, it is
nothing like as great as it was in the good
old times of 15 or 20 years ago, but I point
out that last year we treated more ore from
prospectors than ever in the history of the
State Battery system.

Mr. AMarshall: I suppose you had more
batteries.

The M1INISTER FOR MINES: Possibly,
but that does not support the argument of
there having been greater activity in the in-
dustry 15 or 20 years ago, because it is still
being contended that prospectors are not
getting a fair deal, and that there are not
so many in the field.

Mir. Marshall: If we had a few batteries
at Nullagine and in the North-West, you
would have a lot more ore to crush.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
already stated that an advance of £4,000 has
been made for a battery at Nullagine.

Mr. Marshall: There is room for a few
more.

The MLINISTER FOR MINES: When
we have proof that there is, room-

Mr. Marshall: You do not want proof.
The MINISTER FOR MINES:- It is

necessary to show that there are reasonable
prospects in a district before a battery is
provided. There was reasonable certainty
in the areas- where batteries have been pro-
vided. This year's tonnage, I am satisfied,
will surpass that of list year. There is no
doubt that the activity of the State battery
system is a fair indication of the activity in
the industry generally. Though the results
from the treatment hy cyanide have been
less-and I am not complaining of that-
they have more than instifled the treatment
of the low-grade stuff. becau~e of the addi-
tiomial men kept in employment in raising
the ore. Now as to the financial position of
the State batteries. The working profit on
tme system last year was £15,196. Against
that must be debited eartage subsidies paid
by the department tmnounting to £15,639,
and the increased payment to battery em-
ployees, £16,000, a total of £31,639. Sub-
tracting the £15,1936 profit on working ex-
penses, the result is a loss of £16,443. Those
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figures include the cost of all the assistance
given to prospectors by the State battery
system.

Mr. Stubbs: Do those figures allow for
wear and tear?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No;
those are the actual working results.

Mr. Cross: The Laverton battery is six
months behind.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member should not speak of something he
knows nothing about. If no more ore were
carted to the Laverton battery, its opera-
tions would tease in three months.

Mr. Cross: That was reported in the Kal-
goorlie "lMiner."

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
help that. One or two of the batteries are
practically congested, but on the whole they
are keeping wvell abreast of the orders re-
ceived. I never wvant to see the time when
the State batteries will stop for want of ore.
I would rallier see them booked up ahead
for two or three thousand tons than have
them waiting for ore to be sent to them.
There is still an agitation amongst pros-
pectors and others for a reduction in the
cost of cyaniding. I admit that we take 2
dwts. 8 grains, which is a fairly high sumn.
I would be prepared to reduce that to-mor-
row by 50 per Cent, if all the ore we treated
contained 2 dwts. 8 grains. We treat thous-
ands of tons a year which do not pay to
treat, but it is better to treat such ore than
to have to shovel it out of the road. The
cartage subsidy is increasing. The State
battery system is treating ore at a cheaper
rate than any private battery system in the
State. The prospector under the Mines De-
partment is certainly getting a fair deal.
The carting subsidy paid between 31st
August, 1934, and 31st August, 1935,
amounted to £18,243. I have tQld the pros-
pectors before that if they want a reduction
in the amount deducted for tailings, they
must give us something back somewhere else.
They cannot have it both ways. Seeing the
conditions they are getting under the State
battery system, I am definitely of the
,opinion that they are not being harshly
treated. If they are going to demand that
we take less than 2 dwts. 8 grains, we shall
have to consider seriously either dumping
the lower-grade sands, and not treating them
at all, or else stopping the eartage subsidy,
which I believe is of wonderful assistance
to the prospectors. Seeing that tha State

battery system as a system is still shlowing
a fairly big loss, I am of opinion, with gold
at its present price and with the present
prosperity associated wvith the industry, that
it is unfair to ask the general taxpayer to
pay more than he is doing in the assistance
that is being rendered to mining through
the State battery system. It is not fair to
ask for anything further. At the end of
April last year Cabinet decided it was neces-
sary to send someone to England. As I
was Minister for Mlines, and the mining in-
dustry was in great heart, it was decided
that I should be the selected one. Cabinet
believed it would be of great benefit to the
State for a Minister of the Crown to go to
England and get in direet touch with those
wvho hiad money to invest, so that the posi-
tion as we saw it in connection with mining
might be put to those interested. I reached
England in June. After a preliminary in-
vestigation I soon discovered there was no
lack of capital in London for investment.
I was rather astounded to find so much
money available for investment.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I think £80,000,000
w-as invested in gold mining in Africa last
year.

The MILNISTER FOR MINES: About
that. For a great deal of the money that
was available there were no investments.
There was a great shyness about investing
in the gold mining industry in this State.
I was given to understand there were two
causes for this. The first was labour
troubles in Australia, and the second was the
original Kalgoorlie boom, There is no doubt
that many people who speculated in the
mining industry in Kalgoorlie in the early
days, on the occasion of the first boom, had
their fingers burnt, and that has made them
shy ever since. No matter where the gold
boom occurs, the average man realises that
he does not always get a prize. He is lucky
if he gets a prize once in three or four times.
The people there look upon the industry as
a means of gambling, but they were not pre-
pared to gamble in 'Western Australia. Only
two or three heads of companies who had
money for investment, and had some invest-
ments in this State, were anxious to obtain
knowledge concerning other in-vestments
here. I could not disabuse the minds of
people concerning the first boom, and did
not attempt to do so. A meeting of the
chairmne of directors of the com-
panies that now have interests in Western
Australia, and the principals of other cow.
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parties who had interests in other countries
in gold mining, was called so that I
might nieet those people. We had a heart-
to-heart talk about disruptions and
strikes in Australia and other matters affect-
ing the industry. I ain satisfied that, after
the talk we had, those men held quite a dif-
ferent impression from that which they had
before the meeting. All with the exception
-of one man congratulated mne on the state-
mnerit I made, and said it had cleared the air
so far as strikes in Western Australia were
concerned. The only man who did not eon-
gratulate me left a little while before the
meeting closed, -but he wrote to ine to the
same effect a few days later. They all ap-
peared to be quite satisfied. I also attended
another gathering. This was a compliment-
ary dinner given to ine by people interested
in the aining industry. At that dinner I
think there were present representatives of
:all the p~rincipal banks in England, the pre-
-sident of the Chamber of Commerce, the
president of the Chamber of Manufactures,
and represientatives of practically every im-
portant industrial organisation in England.
I decided not to talk of the niillions that,
could be made by investing money in West-
ern Australia, but was satisfied to give the
gathering the history of the gold mnining in-
dustry in Western Australia, believing that
would be the best advertisement I could give
the State. I merely placed before those
present the actual facts as I knew them. I
was rather astonished to find the ignorance
of otherwise well-informed people in Lon-
don concerning Western Australia. They
knew nothing about the State. I was asked
on several occasions if Sydney was the capi-
tal of Western Australia.

Nr. Marshall: That is what our Agents
General are doing-.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not thme Agent General's work. Those people
had no idea what Australia or Western Aus-
tralia was like.

Mr. Marshall: Invite them ont here.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I did

invite them, and I think many of them will
send their money out here. I say in all sin-
cerity, no matter what Government may be
in power, that a representative of the Gov-
ernment should be sent to England certainly
once in every two years. I believe the beine-
fit to the State would repay the cost tein
times over. The questions London people
ask are amazing, and those people seem
astounded upon learning the facts concern.

ing Western Australia. I pointed out to
them that this State has nearly a million
square miles of territory, two-thirds being
either proclaimed goldfields or auriferous
country; that the Population is 442,000 all
told; that slightly less than three per cent.
of that population is eng-aged in the lai-
ing industry. I was asked repeatedly, "But
have not the original p~rospectors and the
mining companies already found all the gold
that is to lie discovered in Western Aus-
tralia?" Mfy reply was, "flow can three
per cent, of 442,000 people prospect ade-
quately not less than 750,000 square miles
of territory in 50 years?" Let me say that
Western Australia's gold output during the
Kirst half century- of the industry here is
more remarkable than that of any other
country' in the world, not excluding South
Africa. In view of the fact that the small
population of this State has produced over
£180,000,000 worth of gold in half a cen-
tury, it miust be acknowledged that there is
gold in Western Australia. In London I
also pointed out the results achieved by some
of the Westen Australian gold-mining com-
panies. One of these companies has repaid
the capital invested in it five times over each
year during a period of 27 years-ever since
the incep~tion of the company. My refer-
ene is to the Great Boulder. I produced
the company's balance sheets to prove my
statement. I was careful not to make any
statenients from mere hearsay, but always
had at hand figures to prove my assertions.
One Western Australian gold mine has been
paying 30 per cent., another 40 per cent.,
and athird 60 per cent. dividends on the
capital invested here during the last seven
months. If people are prepared to risk a
little gamble, what better venture can they
make thanm investment in gold-mining
here, having regard to the figures I
have quoted?9 Those figures appealed to
the people in London, and made them
more inclined to listen to representations
on Western Australia's behalf. For at least
three tweeks after that ?unction I was
kept busier even than I have been Mils
week, all my time being occupied in inter-
viewing people who were seeking informa-
tion concerning Western Australia. Such
a visit, I say, does good. I desire also to
take credit for the flotation of three comi-
panies that took place while I was in Eng -
land. They represent a total capitalisation
of £2,250,000, and I can claim that the sub-
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scription of at least half of that capital
was directly due to my visit to London. ILet
me say also that it was a great pity the
Italian-Abyssinian war cloud developed at
that time. During the last weeks of my
stay in London, many men who had previ-
ously interviewed me rang up to have a
further word with me. It appears they'
had come to thre conclusion that it was
better for them to wait awhile. They
wanted to see how things would go. The
possibilities of war had rendered them
timid. I believe that the cloud will lift,
and when it does-or even if it does not-
the result of my visit to London will be
that at least one and a half times as much
capital will he invested in Western Aus-
traliat during the next three years as has
been invested here in the past. Now I
wish to refer to a few men who, as the re-
stilt of my visit, became interested in Wes-
tern Australia, mien who stand high in the
mining world. There is Lord Lee. There
is Sir Charles Walker, the chairman of Dis-
tillers, Ltd., and Lord Dlenman. Again,
I interested Mr. F. T'. Beale and Mr. Case,
the representatives of the American Smelt-
ing and Refining Company Ltd., and of the
B.A.Z. At Corby I went over Brassert's
iron and steel works, and had an interview
with the principals. These people are no",
definitely interested in Western Australia,
not only as a matter of thought, but as a
matter of actual investment of capital here.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Has not Lord Lec
been interested in Western Australia for
some time? Has he not two shows here?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nowv he
has-the Youanmi mine and] the Hill 60.
Strictly, it is Lord Lee's son who is inter-
ested, but the father has found the money.
Brassert's are the people "'horn Sir James
Connolly interested in Western Australia.
They wanted to see me for the purpose of'
having a chat with me. I looked over the
steel works, and also talked with the heads
of the firm. I have never seen an organisa-
tion equal to that of the Corby steel works.
The works are not complete yet by any
mariner of means. They arc being built in
three sections. Up to date only one sec-
tion has been completed, the second section
being about half built. However, the first
section is working. I was amazed when
being shown the operations of the small-
pipe section, right fromt the inception-

from the mining of the ore to the comnple-
tion of the pipe at the other end, the whole
operation occupying only 19 hours. Only
19 hours elapse from the time the ore is
lifted from the mine into the bin and goes
into the smelters, which convert it into
steel, and the issiling of steel pipes at the
other end. The work never stops but goes
on throughout the 24 hours, seven
days a week. There is no qjuestion about
the organisation there. Yampi Sound has
been talked of for 30 or 15 years, to my
knowledge. I have been interested in it
for about 11 years now. Though there has;
been much talk, very little [ias ever been
done. I believe this firm can, if anybody
can, establish works at Yampi Sound. Since
returning to Australia I have been told
that Brassert's have no hope of getting
a contract from the Japanese. That is
possible, but I have definite information
from them that they already hold a signed
contract. So wve shall wai t and see.
It is wvell-known, I believe, that the firm
have the contract. I am of opinion that
before the end of February next year they
will have a large number of men employed
at Yampi Sound minling and suplplying ore.
There is not much more I want to say -on
these Estimates.

Mr. Patrick: Is there not sonic talk of a
revival of lead-mining?

The -MINISTER FOR M1INES: I will
not say that it is not so, hut I have not
heard] of it. I ain prcpam-ed to give the
Committee information only on matters that
T believe to be absolutely correct. I do not
know anything about the reported revival in
lead, but I noticed in this evening's "Daily
News" that tin has dropped with a thud, so
that the base metal market is not now as
solid as it was. I believe that the gold-
nimninng industry in 'Western Australia will
continuec to p)rosper. I said, when introduc-
ing the AMines Estimates last year, that with-
in three years we would be very close to
our maximum output. I amt still of that
opinion, and I believe that two years hence
our- production will closely approximate that
of 1903. 1 make that statement with some
knowledge of the number of mines that are
erecting plants, proceerung- with develop-
ment and wvill come into production within
the period I indicate. I do not anticipate
that one of the old-established mines will
stop working and close down within that
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period, so that each new mine that enters
the productive stage will increase thle out-
put of gold. I have pleasure in submitting
the Estimates to the Committee.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) £8.12]:.
As one of the few representatives of the
outer goldfields districts, I cannot allow the
Mines Estimates to pass without some coml-
ment. I agrree with the remnark's of the
Minister, and niemners must have been de-
lighted to hear his optimistic references to
the gold-mining industry. There is no
doubt that there is a fairly good time ahead
of those who invest their capital in the in-
dustry in Western Australia. It is true that
some will fail, but I sin with the Minister
in that I am convinced Western Australia
never possessed brighter prospects fromn a
goldminiag point of view. I mnake that
claim because we are beginning better to ap-
preciate the value of low-grade propositions
that 2-5 years ago would have been looked
upon as comparatively valueless

The Minister for Mines: They wore value-
less then.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so. What
would have been regarded as a valueless
proposition upwards of 30 years ago is thle
very proposition that investors require to-
day. Up-to-date methods and mass pro-
duction bring huge profits to the investor,
and I consider, notwithstanding the fact
that those who are sent out prospecting to-
clay have had no lengthy experience in such
operations, they will, generally speaking,
learn what there is to know about prospect-
ig, much more quickly than did those who
prospected the goldfields in the very early
days. If the records of the boomn days of
goldmining in this State are examined, it
will be obvious that thme prospectors at that
stage chased the alluvial gold. You, Mr.
Chairman, as one of those who were on the
goldfields when comparatively youn-you
will agree with mne that that is a 'very long-
time ago-will know, that an announcement
would possibly be mnade that gold hand been
discovered at Darwvin. It was remarkable
bow information spreadl in those days. News
would travel 130 miles, in thle course of a
few days although people had to "pad the
hoof." In eonseiquenc-e of such an announce-
ment, there would be a stampede to Darwin.
Thme alluvial anid, perhaps, a fewv rich quartz
veins w'ould lie discovered, and then the
disappointed moiiyrt would be off

again. It is easy to assumea that
much of tihe time of early-day
pros pectors was spent in travelling, and
systematic prospecting was not seriously
consid ered at all1. Y oung f ellow s who go out
to-clay have definite. prospecting work to
engage their attention. I do not suggest that
every ounce of alluvial g-old ini Wetern Aus-
tralia has been discovered. That is by no
means the position; prospectors now do
not depend upon the discovery of alluvia],
but pay more attention to the occurrence of
reefs or lodes. Thus it is that inl these days
the yani prospector has to learn the
A.B.C. of the gaine, whereas in tile early
days they looked for slugs on the surface.
Fortunately for Western Anstralia they
found a large quantity of them. Tihus we
canl say that Western Australia has now
reached thme stage at which it has em.-
barked on a very successful career. The
mining industry has become established;
the profits dierived from investments are
apparenit, and the possibilities ahead are
untold. No one can gauge the quantity of
Lgold yet to be discovered in Western Aus-
tralia. I do not suggest that it will be dis-
govered in niew country. As a matter of
fact, the Minister and every gOldficlds inem-
her knows that sonic fine discoveries are
being made within the immediate vicinity of
old-est abl ishled goldfields towns. With thle
advantage of more modern meathods of
treatment, many of the old abandoned and
alleged useless propositions have now be-
conmc wonderfully good speculations. I do
not think anyone can go wrong regarding
investmnents in goldinining.

I-r. Stubbis: If it is done wisely.

Ni'. AURSHALL : The member for
Wagin miust remember that no one can tell
whnt is beyond the point of the pick. What
is at valuable propositioii to-day may be a
positive dud to-morrow. That applies more
particularly to qjuartz propositions. The ex-
perience in this State is that low-grade
propositions rio not fluctuate to anvthing
like tile same degree as quartz country. We
have had sonic wonderfully' rich deposits,
bint unfortunately they have not proved
long-h-ived. if we take into consideration
the history of golmimining and reniember, for
instance, 'wha t happened in connection with
the Great Yin .1l mine, which, lint for mis-
inanvagenient, might still be a good proposi-
tioin to-day, we mnust retaimi confidence in
quartz mining. In investing, one has to take
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chances, and when I said that a man could
not do better than invest in the goldinining
industry, if he is so inclined, I. meant
that I do not thiiik there is any country
in tile world that tends itself to that
formn of investment, nor provides better
opportun ities, than does Western Australia.
Unfortunately Western Australian quartz
reefs will not compare in point of size or
value with those of South Africa. Yet we
have several wonderful quartz deposits in
Western Australia, which indicates that
there are more to follow, and that with the
lesson of the past we can look forward to
the future with great confidence in even our
qjuartz propositions. I would not Advocate
that the Government should do anything
which would place an embargo on the in-
dustry having the effect of making it un-
attractive from an investor's point of view.
But the M1inister must admit that our ex-
perience in the past has been a very sad
one. The Minister will know that the sys-
tern of mnanagecment that was adopted by
several companies, one in particular, merely
meant taking the eyes out of the mine, show-
ing huge profits on a tonnage basis, and after
removing the most valuable portion of the
vein they closed down the mine. I coul'd
name several mines on which I worked which
would be working to-day had the companies
been compelled to mine their properties on
a scientific, basis rather than manage them
for the express purpose of carrying out by
managerial contract the production of a cer-
tain tonnage with a certain profit. With
better management many of our mines that
are closed to-day would still be working. We
do not want a repetition of that. If the
industry is going to be of value to investors,
we should come to some arrangement that
every ton of ore that can be treated and
made to yield a profit should he subjected
to the eorreet method of mnining-by com-
pulsion if necessary. I know a syndicate
that is inclined to adopt the old method of
getting rich quick and paying themselves
handsomely, after which the State is a loser,
because the ]nine is practically ruined by bad
management and the State asset abandoned.
The Minister should give consideration to
tiat aspect of gold mining. Another point
in the history of gold mining, which pre-
sents a sad feature is that of recent years,
when I go up to my electorate I find more
men maimed and bandaged And limping
round the town than I have every previously
-seen. I cannot give the reason for it, hut I

am going to suggest that it must be due to
some laxity in the Mines Regulation Act.
Here again I suggest to the Minister that he
should call a conference, if. it he possible,
of all the mining inspectors at a convenient
centre with. a view to getting the collective
knowledge of those men as to what should be
done, without burdening the industry too
much, so as to prevent the very serious
number of accidents that are taking place
in the gold mnines, of 'Western Australia. It
does not do to look at the investor's interests
all the time. While giving the investor every
opportunity of getting a return on his capi-
tal, wve should not blind ourselves to the
fact that far too great a sacrifice is -being
demanded in order that that return shalt be
produced. I think we could give some rea-
sonable protection to which no humanitarian
would object. It may be that I have visited
lay electorate during abnormal periods, but
I must confess that Wiluna in particular
presents a very sad sight. I repeat the
-statement, for it cannot be repeated too
often, namely, that I have never before seen
so many men limping and bandaged, nor
have I previously known so large a total of
fatal accidents anywhere on the fields am
have occurred in Wiluna. I do not think we
should ask the workers in the industry to
make too great a sacrifice in support of our
eager desire to secure the confidence of in-
vestors to the extent that they will invest
their money in the industry. I ami prepared
to share the profits of the industry equally
between capital and labour, but I cannot see
my way clear to calling on the workers in
the industry to make such heavy sacrifices
as they have been making. I ask the Min-
ister to take this matter into consideration
and see if those charged with the responsi-
bility of Administering the 'Mines Regula-
tion Act-some of them are good practical
men and others are highly technical men-
could not be called together and between
them put uip a report which would serve'
materially to reduce the existing rate of sac-
rific. I agree with the M1inister in regard
to the prospecting scheme, and I congratu-
late the Government on their foresig-ht in
formulating that scheme. In that re-
gaFyrd, what a different picture there is
to-day from that which was presented
when the present Government first took
office. In those days in the Immigration
Home and at the Blackboy Hill Camp
we saw young men, single men, with no
outlook in life. and no prnspeets whatever.
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I used to see those fellows when I was visit-
ing the Wooroloo sanatorium on Sundays.
They would be trudging down from Black-
boy Hill Camp. into Midland Junction for
a little break in their surroundings, to get
away from the camp. They were all help-
less and forlorn, with no prospects what-
ever. Itt is very pleasing to-day to find that
many of them, accepted the offer made to
them by the present Governmient and went
on to the fields, where they arc getting at
least a reasonable living, while others have
been successful in prospecting. It is true
that there were not 100 per cent. of suc-
cesses, but that was not to be expected. A
percentage of slackers existed as in other
organisations and they soon drifted back to
The city. They did not waut an opportunity
to help themselves. It was sad to think that
there were a few men of that type. Mfost of
the men, however, say that when they were
in Blackboy, they could not imagine ainy
possibility of again earning a living in or
around the city, but they would not be pre-
pared to return to the city now. After they
have been down for a month or so, back
they go to the open fields and freedom.

Mr. North: May the present price of gold
last.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, but the point is,
will it? I am hopeful that quite a lot of the
mines wvill reach the productive stage before
any material reduction in the price occurs.
I am one of those who believe that we shell
never see the price of gold revert to the old
standard. However, one never knows what
might happen and my belief might he erron-
eons. How sad the outlook for this State
would he but for the enhanced price of
gold! Thousands of men have found em-
ployment in the industry, and what a bless-
ing our gold mining industry has .been to
the Eastern States! The number of Eastern
States people who have established them-
selves on the goldfields of Western Australia
is astounding. Huge numbers have secured
employment there, and I hope they appre-
ciate the fact that the Cinderella State has
been most valuable to its older sisters. I
recall the first rush to Coolgardie, Kalgoor-
lie and Boulder, when my people migrated
to Western Australia. I san often asked by
Victorians why I have not a good word to
say for that State. Victoria could ill-afford
to provide me with the necessaries of
life or to treat me humanly. I came
to Western Australia, which has done so

mnuch for me, and yet people wonder why

I appreciate this State so highly. I hope
that those who have found the Cin-
derella State so generous to them and
their families will1 at least appreciate tne
benefits they have received. In the nine-
ties Western Australia proved to be the
salvation of Victoria, and to a large de-
gree it is providing many Victorian fami-
lies with a good livelihood to-day. I am
pleased that the Minister has added to the
Geological Department. This is one of the
most valuable aspects on the technical side.

The Minister for Mines: The most valu-
able.

'Mr. M1ARSHALL: It is a department
that can be of material assistance to pros-
pectors. Now that the Minister has the
aid of those scientific men, I hope he will
not be foolish enough to lend their ser-
vices to any company as was done in the
past. A considerable amount of geologi-
cal. assistance could be afforded to the men
eagaged in prospecting in the Murchison.
The advice of geologists in districts like
Peak Hill and Sandstone would be of ma-
terial assistance.

The Minister for Mines: I think the
geological survey has been of considerable
assistance to many already.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: Yes. The advice will
be welcomed, and the Minister is to be
congratulated on utilising the services of
scientific men to assist prospecting, hut he
should let the companies find their own
geologists. If money is available, I should
like the Minister to revive the policy of
free boring, which was in operation some
years ago. Quite a lot of our goldields
areas do not attract investors. I refer par-
ticularly to Peak Hidl. At that place a fa-
muous dinner was given to a Governor off
a plate of sheet gold produced in the mine.
That mine yielded a large amount of
wealth.- The deposit is a unique one and
most difficult for a prospector or anyone
else to follow. I have inspected it and
found myself unable to follow it. On such
a deposit the wvork of geologists and boring
might reveal something worth while. If
the Minister can find the money for thg
purpose, I hope he will revive that policy
and give the Peak Hill district immediate
consideration. Let Inc appeal for consid-
eration for the portions of our auriferons
country further north. It is true that the
North-West has not been prospected so
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thoroughly as hare other goldfids areas,
but that has been due in the main to the
very high cost of living and the ]ack of
transport facilities. The Government
should give special attention to that mat-
ter. Nothing will convince me that the
North-West part of the State will not yet
be a great gold-producing area, but it is al-
most impossible for the prospector to oper-
ate without scientific help on account of the
cost. Again, there are no crushing facili-
ties apart from those at Marble Bar and
Bamboo Creek, though I believe the Min-
ister said that a private battery is being
erected at Nullagine. Those batteries,
however, are not sufficient to encourage
men to go there. If there -were batteries
at some of the places where the first gold
discoveries in the State were made, or if
liberal assistance were given by the Gov-
ernment, I feel confident that men would
be attracted there and that their efforts
would be successful. I cannot helieve that
all the gold in the North-West has 'been
discovered. There are belts of excellent
auriferous country, and the fact that gold
was discovered there in the early days in-
dicates the possibility of anl abundance of
gold still remaining to be discovered in
that area. I hope the Minister will adopt
a liberal policy towards the North-West.
I cannot advise him what to do, but special
consideration should be given to that part
of the State. I do not care what method
he adopts.

The Minister for Mines: We have made
a geological surrey of 10,000 miles of that
country.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. but I am opposed
to the system of aerial surveys. The Min-
ister quoted figures of State battery opera-
tions. I do not dispute the figures, but
they indicated that a different system of
compiling statistical returns has been
adopted hy the department from that in
vogue inl the past. T notice that the cart-
ing subsidy is a charge against the State
battery admninistration. In the early days
it was a charge against the 'Mines Develop-
ment Vrote.

The -Minister for Mines: It has always
been a charge against the State battery
system.

Mlr. MARSHALL: It did not appear in
the -way the -Minister presented it to-night
when he showed that the actual administra-
tion of State batteries represented a loss.

The M1inister for Mines: I did not say
that.

Mr. MARSHALL: He admitted the sys-
tem showed a profit of £15,000.

The Minister for 'Mines: On actual work-
ing.

Mr. MARSHALL: On actual working
costs in years gone by the system showed
a loss. State batteries were hung up every-
where for indefinite periods waiting for ore
to cruish.

The Minister for Mfines: One manl was
managing three batteries at one time.

Mr. MARSHALL: The overhead charges
were going onl and no revenue was coming
in, The deduction of 2 dwts. 8 grains for
the cost of treatment is excessive. At the
present price of gold that is equivalent
almost to a payment in cash of £1 per ton
of ore treated. There are mines in the State
that do their development work, break out
the ore, haul it, and treat it for. that cost
per ton.

Mir. Patrick: At Wiluna the cost is about
£1 a ton.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: I have known the cost
of the Sons of Gwalia to be as low as 19s.
10d. per ton, but then the manager is an
expert and a competent man. The 'Minister
must admit that the State Batteries Depart-
ment can scarcely justify this deduction.
In addition, the department only pay on a
90 per cent, basis per ton of sands treated,
and only pay on a 75 per cent. extraction.
Having regard to all the facts, we must
admit that the department are getting a par-
ticularly high price for the work they do,
bearing in mind the price of gold. The
State Batteries Department have lagged be-
hind in the matter of maintenance. Years
ago when the industry was declining and a
sufficient tonnage was not forthcoming for
treatment, the superintendent used to econ-
omise to the utmost. He thought it was
sufficient to patch up a breakage in any way
so that the battery might he kept going
long enough to crush the small tonnage that
was available. Against my very good advice
the department absorbed one battery piece-
mecal in order to keep others going. They
took the copper table off first, then they
took the producer, then the stanmps and
finally the whole batte ry was gone. With
the pieces from this one battery the depart-
ment kept other batteries going at three
centres in my electorate. Unfortunately the
present superintendent of batteries also
wishes to keep down his costs, to make them.
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comparable with what used to be a reason-
able cost in years gone by. That, of course,
is impossible. The State batteries in my
electorate are Dot a credit to the State. I
have appealed to the superintendent to
effect certain improvements. Whether he
knows they are essential or not, I cannot
say, but he seems to want to take the place
of the Treasurer. He says it is a matter of
money. That is outside his province. If
it is necessary to keep the batteries efficient
and in a proper state of repair, it is his
job to put through the necessary requisi-
tions. I shall deal with that matter more
extensively on the Loan Estimates. Apart
from the deduction of 2 dwts. 8 rain;, the
Government have also stopped making the
rebate on low-grade ore. There used to be
a rebate on all ore crushed under- 5 dwts.
That has ceased. That rebate should only
be stopped by [the manager of the State
battery concerned, who should have discre-
tionary power given to him. It is impossible
to tell the value of a crushing to the owner
until the facts are known. Members may
see in the paper that as a result of a crush-
ing at a State battery the yield was 10 ozs.
per ton. They may presume that the owner
of the ore has been wonderfully well paid
for his labour, whereas he may not have
been paid half sufficient for the work he
did seeing that it may have taken him two
years to get that quantity of ore. I umay
have the good fortune to possess a face of
low-grade ore that is so accessible that I
-can back a motor truck into it and quarry
the stone away. That would be profitable
for me to do, and I might not be entitled to
any rebate. On the other hand, there are
prosp~ectors who have misjudged the value
-of their ore and suffer in consequence.
r do not think that mecrely because gold is
bringing a good price every prospector who
is crulshing at a State battery is getting good
vailue for- his services. The Minister might
well permit the rebate to be left to the dis-
erelion of the State battery inanager. And
tis brings inc to the Minister's remarks re-
garding strikes in our gold-mining industry.
I have seen in the Press recently a tabula-
tion of time number of industrial conflicts
-which have occurred in the various leading
countries of the world. I was astounded ait
the place held in the list In-' Australia. TIn
point of fact, amiong what may be termed
-advancd and eivilisedl nations wve ranked
last. havin.- fewer strikes than any other of
them. However, that is not the point I wish

to make. How is it possible for English
people to he obsessed with the idea that in-
dustrial troubles in the gold-mining industry
of Western Australia are frequent? It is
beyond my comprehension.

Irr. Hawke:- It is largely dire to the
Opposition's propaganda.

21r. MNARiSHALL: What other strike, ex-
cept just the one, have we had in our gold-
mining industry i The last strike was the
only strike in the hristory of Western Aus-
tralian gold-mirming covering the whole
industry.

Mr. McDonald : And that was riot a strike,
either!

Mr. 'MARSHALL: I shall call it a strike
for the jpurposes of my argument.

Mr. -Mcl~onald; Nou will offend many
people by calliiig it a strike.

Mr. MNAR-SHALL: Then, to suiit the lion.
mnember interjecting' I will call it a dispute.
I admit that onl the Murchison, for example,
there have been two industrial disputes-one
affecting one mnine, the other affecting two
rmines. The miners there passed quietly
through the whole p)eriod of the wvar, when
commodity prices and cost of living went up
by fifty p~er cent., without receivin-g a single
increase in their wages.

The Minister for Mines: And they never
struck, either.

Mr. M ARSHALL: That is s..
Ron. C. G-. Latham: I believe that in

sonic of the maining areas nearly the whole
of the men enlisted.

Mr. M1ARSHALL: I cannot imagine how
the idea I have mentioned can have got into
the heads of the English people-that men
employed in our gold -mining areas are dis-
posed to strike. What other industry marked
by such insecurity and such a bad environ-
ment in which to labour has experienced
so little industrial strife? The way our
miners have behaved is wonderful. If people
could only comprehend the objectionable
nature of work in gcold-mines, they would1
be astounded at the law-abiding and peace-
ful nature of the men working in our gold
mines. I do not wish to draw coniparison,
but if one casts one's eyes over the whvole
of the Australian Commonwealth one must
admit that the miners of Western Australia
stand out high and dry above all others as
lovers of peace in industry. After all these
generous remarks upon the -Miriister's ad-
ministration, I am sorry to have to break
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new ground and voice complaints. I can-
not help it, for the Minister haa done wrong.

Hon. C. G1. Latham: You said enough last
night.

MAr MARSHALL: I did not state more
than the facts of the ease. On this occa-
sion I think the M1inister went out of his
way to do a wrong. IC any blamne is cast on
my electorate, I feel obliged at least to
enter a protest. Hon. members will recol-
le:tf that about 12 months ago there was ft
dispute concerning tile Bellcvue Tailings
Co., otherwise known as the M1ount Sir
Samuel Tailings Co. That dump was held
for 21 or 22 years without ever an attempt
on time piart of the holder to comply with
the mtiningt la"w. Invariably, when anl ap-
plication for fortfeiture of the tailings area
was lodged, the old argument, new again to-
day. "-as put up. There was the ninal ob-
jection that the company holding the area
was on the verge of discovering a successful
method of treatment. These tailings con-
tain a high percentage of copper, and there-
fore (10 not, lend themselves to effective ex-
traction. If the tailings dump could he
treated with economic success, thousands of
tons of similar tailings or sands could also
be treated. Apart frm that, if successful
extraction were brought about, several mines
in my elc(-torate which now arc closed would
irmediately be worked. For example. the
Start of the East; and] there are one or two
mines near Peak Hill likewise shut down
owing to highl percentages of copper in the
ore rendering it at present impossible to
work those properties. When a company or
syndicate or an individual has held a tail-
ings area or a dump for 20 years or even
more, a reasonable terin has been allowed
for the making of an effort to treat the
tailings. Our Mining Act, as I interpret it,
was never meant to assist retrogression or
promote stagnation. The provisions of the
Act are all for progress, for getting the

mig industry going and not for stopping

it. I respectfully suggest that 20 years re-
lprescnts an entirely reasonable time to allow
a dlump to remain in the hands of any per-
son, without any serious effort on his part to
overcome the treatment difficulty. A party
of youn men decided to apply for the for-
feiture of the Mt. Sir Samuel tailings area.
Tme application was beard by Colonel
Mansbritlge as warden of the Wiluna
district oil thme ]Sth September and
hr decided on the evidence submitted
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to him, that the holders of the area had had
a reasonable time within which to comply
with the law. When the application was
dealt with, the objector, who was the holder
of this particular dump, had his lawyer pre-
sent and the case was submitted as well as
was possible. In consequence, Colonel Mlans-
bridge gave his decision against the defend-
ants, forfeited the tailings area, and, under
the Mining Act, declared the tailings to he
Crown property. If I interpret the Act
correctly, it merely' empowers the Minister
to interfere when there has been a grave
breach of justice. For instance, it the Min-
ister discovered that, iii the administration
of the Act, a grave injustice had been in-
flicted, he could intervene. I admit that
the Act permits the warden to make recom-
miendations only in some instances, whereas
in other directions he is given unlimited
power. Where it is possible for the warden
to make a recommendation only, the Mfin-
ister should he cognisant of all the facts,
and should set aside the recommendation if
he he convinced that it involves a mis-
carriage of justice. In this particular in-
stance, I think it would be very difficult for
the Minister to say that that was what had
happened. For a long, period, I had been
desirous of someone treating the sands on
the tailings area because successful extrac-
tion from the dump would be of immense
assistance in the treatment of similar classes
of ore on the 'Murchison. The man who can
successfully treat that dump will be a bene-
factor to the goidmining industry. In those
circumstances, I think the Minister should
hare allowed the warden's decision to stand.
The tailings area had been forfeited, but
before the successful appl1icants could treat
the sands, they had to get permission from
the Minister to enable them to do so. 'He
refused to grant the necessary permission
end the ease concluded. After the warden
had declared the tailin~gs area forfeited, and
'.he tailings Crown property, the Minister
refused permission for the applicants to
attempt to treat the tailings, and during the
period of an adjournment in connection
with a further application, the M1inister,
according to the evidence before the court,
gaive what was Crown property back to the
origvinal holder. The Minister has no power
under the Mining Act to give Crown pro-
perty to anyone.

Hlon. C. G. Latham: Ts not this the case
that you brought before the Committee last
year?
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Mr. MARSHALL: Yes.
Hon, C. G. Latham: -Well, I will have a

real good talk to the Minister ab-out it-
Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member can

do what he likes; I know what I intend to
do. The fact remains that the warden de-
clared the tailings to be Crown property,
arid the only way by which the original
holder could regain possession of the tail-
ings area was, according to the Act, by
application mnade through the court. The
Minister did not invite himn to do that,
according to the informnation at my dis-
posal. On the other hand, the MNinister
gave the dump back to the original holder,
who had held it for over 21 years and had
done nothing. Tinder the heading of "Juris-
diction," Section 253 reads as follows:-

Tire warden's court shrill have jurisdiction
to hear and determnine 0ll such acetions, suits

-and other proceedings cognisable by anyN court
of civil jurisdiction as arise within the district
concerning the following matters, that is to
say:--

(1) Area, dimiensions, arnd bouenda ries of
milling tenements;

(2) Title to and ownnership) or Possessionl
of mining tcneiiints or the products
of mining.

There are other matters mentioned as well.
but it is the second p)aragraph that I have
quoted that indicates, the avenue through
which the holder of the dump should have
proceeded in order tA secure leg-al posses-
sion of the tailings dump, not through the
Minister, whose power is very limited.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If the Minister hasc
griven away Crown lands, we should impeach
him.

Mr. MARSHALL: Crown lands are not
involved in the matter, so the Lader of the
Opposition is a little premature with his
uncalled-for remark. The Mlinister's power
is indicated in the second proviso to Section
111, which reads--

Provided also that the M-Ninister shall, upon
the written application of the lessee, fix a 31un1
to he paid by the lessee by way of rental, for
such period as the Minister mnay think fit, for
the surface of the lamed actually occupied bY
such tailings or other mining material; and so
long as the said lessee shall make dire payment
of the rent so fixed, the preceding provisions
of this section sAll not apply.

Thant is what the Minister has power to
do, and certainly he has no power to give
back to any lessee Crown property that
has legally become such by way of a de-
claration of the warden. I urm not en-
cerned about the parties associated with

this matter;, what I am concerned about
is that the provisions of the Mining Act
shall he enforced. I say that with one re-
servation, and that is that where an appar-
ent injustice may be inflicted in enforcing
the provisions of the Act, that course
should not be pursued. In this instance the
dump was held for 21 years, and nothing
was done with it, I can tell the Minister
that there is another such dump at Peak
Hill owned by the same person or company
that has also been held for 21 years, and
no attempt has been made to treat the
tailings. But the most important factor
in the success of this application was that
thiey have only six months in which to give
the syndicate opportunity to test their
property. If the Minister had given them
that opportunity, we would have known long
ago of their suef~ss in. trying out this par-
ticular class of ore. It is not right to frus-
trate people who are grecatly desirouts of
ruon rg something of a benteficial nature for
the Staite, while giving ivixilege arid pte-
LCt-ence to those whvlo have failed to fulfil
their obligations under the law. I do not
know when this 12 months period will
expire. I do, rnot think the. Minister had
tire power tu extend it, but if he dlid have
die power. I is-ant to know fromn what date
hie extended it.

lon. C. (s. Lathanm: And to whom hie
extended it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The records ini this
case are mnost depre.ssing. The behaviour
of the lawyer on behalf of the defendant
was anything- hut courteons. However, 7.
do not want to take up the time of the
Committee with all that. If there be any
special reference made to it, I will mover
a substantive motion in order that I may
mlyself discuss it. I rose to voice a pro-
test. If it were not in my electorate, I
would not have worried about it. I can-
not see eye to eye with the Minister in,
this, and I suggest it is not doing either
him or me, or the parties concerned,. Very
much good. Hie should not do it. When it
party has had a period of 21 years in -which
to comply with the law, and when a warden
empowered with all the necessary author.
ity takes action, then I think the Minister
would be well advised to adhere to the
warden's decision. There is scarcely ny
excuse for a person who holds a dump of
sand for 21 years without making any seri-
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otis effort to prove whether it is treutablt.
I could say more but, if I did, other issues
would he dragged in, and I do not want
that to happen. It is from the point of
view of the workers in the mining industry
in this State that I have mentioned these
matters. I have to protest, because it is
in my electorate; if it were not, I would
Jeave it to others. But I cannot agree
With the Minister on this matter, any more
than I could on the matter contained in the
motion I moved last eveining. I desire to
thank the 'Minister and the officers of his
department for having always given me
assistance and in most instances favour-
ably considered my requests for informa-
tion. The department as a whole is fairly
well administered and can boast of some
very efficient officers, essentially courteous
and obliging. I extend to them; my heart-
felt thanks.

M&. TONKIN (NL\orth-East Fremantle)
[9.151 :It has been very hearteniing- to hear
the brighlt story of the gold-mining- industr~y
which thle M1inister unfolded, but I do not
think that Told is the only commodity worth
while. I suggiest tine Mines Department have
not dolie sufficient in the direction of assist-
ing in thle discovery of mineral oil i this
State. Last year th~e users of motor. vehicles
inl the Commonwealth paid 15, million
pounds for the mineral oil imported into
Australia. So it should easily be recognised"
that it would be a grent boon to the Corn-
ionwealth if oil were discovered within itsi
boundaries. Very little has been done by
ally State towards assisting people to find
mineral oil. It ought to be poas;ble for the
Minister to take uip the matter with the
Commonwealth Goverynment with a view to
Obtai nine some financial assistance from
theil, So that a vigorous policy of prospect-
ing- for oil mig-ht be pursued ini Western
Australia. We have a very fine gold
lprospcctinte scheme which has given excel-
lent results,. but surely oil is 'worth looking
for. It is not asking too much to expect our
Mines Department to do something to en-
c-nnrlie pro'perting- for oil. It is truze the
Af-t provides a reward for the discovery, of
oil in payable quantities. but that is not
suirient . A reward should be offered for
C.e d:l SCOVvry of oil seepages, or oi-hearin'a
formations. It would he only reagonable to
asik the Commonwealth Governmenit to sssi~'t
in that direction because, even if only from

a defence point of view, the discovery of
moiner'al Oil in Autralia would mean a very
great deal. It is one of the avenues; in whirhi
tile Catmufonwealth G'ov-e rumen t could wdl
assist the State, and I hope the Minister will
make u-cprescntiutioils to rile Commonwealth
Government withi a view to obtainirig sonic
assistallce so that we might do som11ethingc ill
this Sltate to entouragve peolie to look for
oil. I have had lctters fromi several people
,who believe they have (discovered oil seep-

tic.But they art peopile without meanis
amid so are ualble to te-st GOut their' rliSov-
cries. Moreover, they 'cam' that if they mnake
at mlove somfeonie will comie ill and deprive
thenm of the fruits of their labouir. So it
would also be necessbary to afford lprotectiuu
hi pecople who hiave disc-overed oil seepages.
Icaitnot silgge.st how that could be done, hut

time M1iniister will know that mu11ch hotter' thanl
1L However, I hope tin attenmpt will be made
to protect people who have discovered oil
seepages, and also to reward them if they'

haediscovered such seepages. In that wily
we Shall so enceourage prospctinlg for oil that
it will be likely that un1ineral oil in payable
millantities will lie found in Weste-1i .\nR-
tralia. If that wvere so, the beneficial results
to Western Auostralia would be quite equial
to the benefts we have derived front thc lprO-
duction of gold. I have nlothling further to,

-av other than to tuimuitend my~ remnarks to
the Minister.

'RO. f CVNNINtGHAM (Kalgoorlie)
[9.19]: It is as well that we should all
realise that the prosperity in the gold min-
ing industry which we are now experiencing
fias been brought about largely by the in-
crease in the price of gold. I do not think
it would be advisable to lose sight of that
fact, and'it wo 'uld he altogether wrong if -we
were to- delude ourselves into a sense of
false security. It is of great advantage
to Western Australia to have a prosperous
mining industry; and especially at the pre-
sent time, following the depression in the
industry, is it of advantage to have such a
measure of incr~eased prosperity. There has
been a considerable increase in the quantity
of gol won (luring tile last two years, as
compared with the previous three Years, hut
one outstanding feature is that most of the
gold has, beea won from old mines that had
been abandoned and have since been re-
opened and operated under more favourable
condthions act a resutlt of the increased price
of gold:, Up-to-date treatment plants hare

3193
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been installed and the industry has become
more prosperous. Very few new mines have
been discovered in recent years, and the bulk
of thoem that have been discovered and sup-
plied, with capital have not yet reached the
producing stage, and I consider that that
is one of the weak features of the industry.
Companies that have been formed within
recent years have taken a long time to bring
their mines to the producing stage and, un-
less there is a speeding up, I am inclined to
think that the delay will prove detrimental
to the introduction of additional capital into
the industry. I was pleased to hear the
optimistic remarks of the Minister when
introducing his Estimates. The 'Minister has
done quite a lot to assist the industry finan-
cially and by encouraging people to take
added interest in it. Mluch still remains to
be done. I know that the Mfinister has under
consideration the extension of crushing
facilities and the installation of more up-
to-date treatment plants. They are very
essential in order to get men to undertake
prospecting. At the same time, he has made
available money to assist individual pros-
pectors, and I congratulate him on having
done so. Greater encouragement would be
given to those men if the Minister could
see his way clear to increase the amount
made available to prospectors. Previous to
the introduction of his scheme, no money
was provided for the purpose, except in
isolated instances. 'When the Minister pro-
vided 15s. per man, it proved of great assist-
ance to many. We have to realise, however,
that the men have been in the field for some
time and that other men must push far-
ther out, and that the expense to the in-
dividual prospector is becoming much
greater. I hope the Minister will note
my remarks with a view to increasing
the amount to the individual prospector. I
wish to bring under the M1inister's notice the
fact that in our auriferous country arc
areas not adequately supplied with water.
Some of the money nowv being spent on vari-
ous public works could well be devoted to
providing water supplies in the drier auri-
ferous areas to enable prospectors to get
away from the old beaten tracks aad test
those areas. In many districts prospectors
are tramping over each other's tracks, which
is not a desirable state of affairs. I am not
prepared to say that, as prospectors pass
through the country, they discover every-
thing and that nothing is left for those who
follow; but a survey should be made of the

possibility of discovering additional gold
deposits in areas where, owing to the scar-
elty of water, prospectors cannot operate.
One of the most pleasing features of the in-
creased price of gold is the increased em-
ployment that has been made possible.
Mining has absorbed many additional men
in the last few years, and as the Minister
pointed out, with an advance in the price of
gold to the peak level, greater opportunities
of employment will be afforded. The pre-
sent is an opportune time for those con-
cerned in the industry to improve the coa-
ditions by reducing the hours of labour for
Men workinig underground. Some years ago,
as the result of extended effort, we were
pleased to secure the 44-hour week for men
underground. I think we all agree that the
time has arrived when the hours should be
further reduced in the interests of the health
of the men employed, more especially when
'ye remember that as against £4 4s. an ounce
which gold was then bringing, the price is
nowv in the vicinity of £8 14s. 5d. That is
twvice the value that ruled when the 44-hour
wveek was introduced into the industry. In
the interests of the men and of the
State generally, an effort should be made to
reduce the hours. This is not a matter that
concerns Western Australia only. Through-
out the civilised world, as a result of the
speeding up in industry, the installation of
more efficient mnaclilfory and the introduc-
tion of more scientific practice, production
has increased enormously per unit of man

power. Hence the necessity for making pro-
vision for a reduction in the number of
working hours. I am pleased that the
Minister had an opportunity to visit the Old
Country and there meet men interested in
mining. He was in a position to state the
case for the gold mining industry of West-
ern Australia, and I believe that his visit
will prove of great benefit to the State.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. S.
W. Munsie-Hannans-in reply) [9.28] :
The member for Murchison complained of
the number of accidents and suggested
that a conference of inspectors might de-
vise means to minimise it. In my opinion
the suggestion is worthy of consideration.
The hon. member also asked that the free
boring policy be put into operation again.
At present it is not possible to do that; nor
would it be possible if I had the money,
until I could purchase drills from overseas.
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To-day it is not possible to purchase dia-
mond drills in Australia. Those who are
using drills are getting them from over-
seas.

Mr. Marshall: What drill did you have
before t

The MINISTER FOR MINES: One thit
we hired from Victoria, but it is impos-
sible to hire drills to-day. There are ten
tinmes as many drills operating in the State
to-day as there were in years gone by. An-
other suggestion was made with regard to
tailings at Bellevue. I would assure the
member for Murchison that I did not in-
terfere with the decision of the warden.
That official has no power under the Min-
ing Act to grant to anyone the right 43
treat tailings. The tailings in question arc
not tailings in the ordinary sense of the
term. The company concerned went into
liquidation, and the tailings were actually
purchased and paid for, and were private
property.

Mry. Marshall: Look up Section 111. It
is not comprehensive enough.

The MNINISTER FOR MINES: I ob-
tained all the legal advice I could get, and
that advice was to the effect that neither
I nor anyone else could take those tailings.
They were private property. The warden
certainly forfeited the tailings area, but
he could not forfeit the tailings themselves.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Could not the people
concerned have been forced to remove the
tailings from the area?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
want to discuss the legal aspect. If the
wvarden had not granted a forfeiture of
the tailings area, under a section of the
Act, I could have given anyone who wa s
in possession of the tailings area with the
tailings upon it certain notice to remove
the tailings. In this case, however, it is
not a tailings area, because the warden for-
feited it. In doing so, he also declared he had
forfeited the tailings, which apparently lie
had no power to do under the Act. I must
act on the legal advice I receive, and that
is the effect of it. The member for North-
Eadt Fremantle spoke of the necessity for
encouraging the search for mineral oil in
Western Australia. Both the Common-
wealth Government and the State Govern-
meat are assisting in prospecting for oil
in this State to a very considerable ex-
tent. This State is not to blame that more

is not being done. It was agreed some four
years ago at a Premiers' Conference wiA.h
the Commonwealth representatives that the
States and the Commonwealth would endeav-
our to frame uniform laws applying to pros-
pecting for oil or the finding of oil. The
Government of this State had a Bill drafted
covering the question. It was drafted along
the lines suggested by the oil expert of the
Commonwealth, Professor Woolniough. The
other States, however, did not go as far as
that. On the occasion of the next Premiers'
Conference I asked the Premier of this State
to find out what had -been done. I was sur-
prised to receive a telegram from him from
Melbourne asking me to despatch twvo copies
of the Bill we had drafted to each of the
States, because they had up to that time
done nothing. The object was to permit
thle Mines Departments in those States to
go into the matter and introduce similar
legislation., That was about two years ago.
Knowing there was to be another Premiers'
Conference, last week I telegraphed to each
of the Mines Departments of the five States
to ascertain if they had done anything to
draft a Bill similar to the one that bad been
sent them two years ago. I received a reply
from four of the States to say that nothing
had been done, but the fifth State replied
that a Bill was being introduced, although
not on the lines suggested by the Western
Australian Bill. If uniform legislation were
introduced throughout Australia, it might
encourage capital to come to the continent
to a greater extent than is likely to be the
case under the existing legislation. I be-
lieve if I introduced our Bill in this House
there would be opposition to it because of
the concessions I was giving to people who
were looking for oil. I have copies of the
legislation passed in America, where a great
deal of oil has been discovered, and also
copies of the British legislation. I believe
the Bill we have drafted in this State does
not go nearly so far as either the American
or the British legislation goes for the en-
couragement of people to prospect for oil.
I am prepared to do everything I ca to
encourage the search for oil. Despite the
boom in the gold-mining industry, I think
the advantage to Australia consequent upon
the discovery of mineral oil in payable
quantities would bring even more than the
gold-mining industry is bringing to Western
Australia. I thank members for their re-
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ception of these Estimates, and hope they
will be passed.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Medical and Public Health
(Hon. S. It. Jl1ansie, Minister).

Vote-Medical, £35,3173:

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
W. W. Munsie--Hannans) [9.39]. 1 intend

in my remarks to deal with the Medical as
well as the Health Department. There is
not very much I can report with regard
to the Medical Department compared with
what has been done previously. The chief
expenditure of the department is in con-
nection with the mnainteniance of public hos-
pitals. That is causing not only ate but
hundreds of other people some anxiety. To
a certain extent the hospitals are self-sup-
porting as a result of the hospitals tax. Ani
Ateration has been made in the medical ser-
-vices, particularly in the North. The sys-
tem. up there was that doctors received vary-
ing subsidies and were allowed to do pri-
-vote work. That -was unsatisactory so far
as the North was concerned. During a por-
ftion. of last year the whole scheme was
;altered. We appointed doctors on full-time
salar-, and though charges were made to
:those who were in a position to pay, the col-
lections went to the M~edical. Department in-
:stead of going to the doctors themselves. I
-believe the scheme has been exceptionally
successful sgo far. 'There has been oppo0si-
thou in some quarters, hut judging from the
letters I have received and the conversa-
lions I 'have had with members represent-
ing- t'he North-West, I believe the
Scheme has effected considerable improve-
'ment in the medical services up there.
'Then again, the Government have now gone
'SO far' as to subsidise the flying doctor
scheme, which will prove an accomplished
fact within the next two months, wheni the
necessary wireless stations will have becen
completed. The flying- doctor service will
then be in operation. The head station will
'be at Port Hedland. The service will prove
an immense advance on any'Nthing that haz
existed in the North from a medical aspet.
I consider Wes;tern Australia exceptionally
fortunate in securing- the services of Dr.
Allan Vickers, at all events for the first 12
months of the scheme. Dr. Vickers has had
more experience than any other medical man
in Australia, if not in the world, -as regards

fl yinmg. We are indeed fortunate to laio
obitained thle services of a physician of hi
calibre. Further, through the Coninionol
wvealth G overunent and the MaeRohertsoi
Aerial Company a plane has beeni madi
available at W%'yindhai for thec working. 01
the schieme. The Aerial MAedical Service u:
Australia, whose hlead office is in MAelbourne
are now considering the establishment of
wireless station tit Wyndii(i. ] do noi
kno%%- whether that will materialise; but
wh-lether it doe- or does not, the plane itil
lie available there except onl one day pei
wveek, when it will carry mails fromi Wynd.
hani to Hall's Creek, or wherever tin
ordinary plane conies down. Thus there wil
be iuaeticalls two mnedical flyingr herviel
available in our 'North. Not uiiuh else hat
been done inl new directions; but I wish t(
announce that T have at last succeeded, aftet
two years of unsuccessful effort, in inducingV
the Treasur-er to restore the subsidies to in-
faut health centres. The Treasurer ha,,
agreed to forego the reduction of the sub-
sidies ii uder' the financial emerg-ency leg-isla -
tioti. anwi to pay the full[ amount of £100 U.
each cenitre, instead of thle reduced subsidy
of £C80 plus £10 for the second half of tiwc
enurient finiancial y-ear-. Regarding- the Puhli(
Health Department there is not much to re-
port. This year's expenditure will be coy.
siderably greater than that of last year. Thc
chlief reason for the increase is the alteration
being mnade in the treatment of aboriginal
lepers. Sonic years ago an arrangement was
niade witht thle Conunonwealth Government
under which aborig-inal lepers discovered in
Western Australia were transported to the
Commonwealth Tieprosariunt at Darwin.
That arrangement, however, though satis-
factory fronm thle financial aspect and also
front the aspct of treatment after arrival
of the natives at Darwrin, caused consider-
able trouble, anxiety and worry, and cci.-
tninlv an immense amount of discontent wkith
regard to the transport. Transport was
the main trouble. The Government have
therefore decided to discontinue that. method,
and to build a leprosarium. out from Derby,
where we shall then be able to treat
leprosy cases occurring in Western Aus-
tralia. Hon. members kinow from the news-
papers that Dr. Davies has been appointed
for this puirpose. The doctor is now in the
North, principally to deal with aborigGies
there and to ascertain whether there are anyv
more lepers-I believe that undoubtedly
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tlewl~ae. ] lhope tilat tile periilicat till-
I lovinent of tlub, doct or liv ti~e .Aborigines
andi Heajiji LDe1 artuieta,, )iinghs whole
tiic to the work, will wit hin1 I few years
usulit itt (-leaning upl tie North as regards

le~s.The oi]% other matter I w~ish to
mention is thle a'ehool Itedical celle. We
have been handicapped by having had only
two doctors available for the last 3'/
years. However, the Treasurer has sup-
plied more mioney' , and another doctor is now

lul_ apoinl ted, ititking thr ee school mned i-
{itl 0 ulcers. I all sorry to aY we till haveil
only three school dental Ofticers. I would
h~ave Iliked to appoint at least two nl'r'' tii

that i-ontiitida dtoipnt orl wav weali
:l'V~iV a hoie. It I lw-p at ii, iiu l hlv I
Youl get a couple retire school0 dental Oflte

vx t vear. At all even t,, I hope so. I be.
Il til ~e prevenoti% C point of view. I hol

it is a tliousaiid timIes better ton this or I ilv
otli ,l Sate to do everyth ing possible ti tire
vent siekne-s ralier than, Spiend lavisthly to
cure sickness after it has occurced. in mi.

opinion tine exalnijuation o;f schorol children
1)y doctorS and dentists ivill htax(. aI in0cr
beneficial effect onl the 11eal1lit of the rs

gelnrratioln than atl)'tilI" el-v [ltd, Inat
could dot. I repeait, I hope to Ile able to
appoint two mlore tehooii ulnt:l olli, c's

netYear; that is. if' 1 :1111 lhere then.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth)t [9.49] : The
Min si Cl has sta ted that lie dies not intend
to r eply to critic sinS or suggest ions onl
items.

The Mlinister for Health: No; I have not
said that.

Mr[I. NEFFl)IIAM: I thought the M.\inister
said it.

The Minister for Health: No.
11r. NEEDHAMI: At any rate, I wvish to

appeal to the Minister now in connection
with the Pu~blic Health Department. I ob-
serve that the amount allotted to that de-
partient is £35,864, an increase of £3,179
on last year's expenditure. The appeal I
will makec to the Minister relates to the
1)ental Hospital in Perth. Knowing the
Minister's enthusiasm regarding all matters
affecting health, I feel sure my appeal will
not fall on deaf ears. Enthusiast that he is,
the Minister is also practical in regard to
his (desire to protect the health of the conm-
mnunity. Thre Dental Hospital tomes uinder
the Jurisdiction of the Health De-
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prtlhelit and the ule rease provided
for the current financial year is £720.
The exp~enditulre for 19)34-35 was
£2174 and it h, estimated that for the
current y-ear it will be £0,494, an increase of
E720. [ ar11 conifideniit that Lte 'Minister,
dutrig, t ire time lie has been ministerial head
of lte departmentI, has visited the Dental
H ospital and lie wvill aree wvith tie that it
m tar-titon being uip-to-date. I have visited
tire hrospital. and I was astounded that such
iniferior premhises should be provided for
I lose w-ho are corry' ing on this most im-
pourtanit work. 1 Wvas aniazcr to th ink that

toi staff oeld( work in such premises at
aill. 'Ihev are cribbed, cablined and confined
in xvery narrnow sjiaces in the few rooms that
are a vatalile. The officials are Subjected to
a vast aniount of discomfort it' the hot
kuvaiiner. dulring which somec of tle roomsl
are rellv furnaces and the patients them-
selves ale subject to much inconvenience
wihile they a- waiting. Straight-backed
formts tire lprovided for thre patients, who
may: v e to sit for lioun s aiting to receive
attention. Smile are located in corridlors
and wvaiting there must hle distressing, be
lite weather ]lot or cold. To anyone suffer-

ag Tfromn dental trouble, the agony is bad
enouigh withotut its hbeing intensified. I
appeal to the M1inister to ascertain whether
an nytb ig. canl be done to hurry up the con-
struction of thie new building. I believe
at new site has been obtained in Wellington
st revt a id( it is intendted to erect a mod-
or-,, icrtsi hospital. 'lnt work cannot be
attended to too qjuiekly. I am informed that
(lhe Lotteries Comlmission are prepared to,
lprovidle £1,500 towards the cost of the
new building, wvhich,, I understand, will ini-

volve an expenditure of about £E8,000.
I, 'v tile timue tile new hospital is equipped
wyith thre tlecessarY plant, about £10,000
will be requited. If there is any possibility'
of providing additional funds on theo
siipplemnitarfy Estimates later on, the
expenditure wonuld be quite worth while.
To give the Committee some idea of the-
work of the Perth Dental Hospital, I have
at copy of the eighth annual report of the
W\estern Australian C#iiege of Dental
Science and Perth Dental Hospital Incor-
porated. I find that the total number of
patients treated during the eight years the;
hospital has been, in existeace is 37,630, and
the value of free treatment given to them
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is £14,599. The report contains the fob-
lowing interesting information:-

Five first-year students enrolled for the four-
year course of study last Mlarch; there were
three secoud-year, two third and two fourth-
year studlents indentured to the hospital; in
addition, five second, two third and two fourth-
year students indentured to private dentists
attended the institution, making a total of 21.
At the annual examinations held in November
by the Dental Board, four candidates presented
themselves for their final and three satisfied
the Board of Examiners. In the remaining
years a good standard of work was shown and
only two candidates were required to take a
supplementar:y examination.

Again, there is this interesting paragraph:
A fter muany- delays and d isappointmnentIs, it

is gratifying- to be able to report that the State
Government passed legislation during the lait
parliamentary session enabling the council to
sell tile block of land in Pier-street and devote
the proceeds to the lurehlase of a more quh
.able site upon which to erect the urgentl-
needed premises for the college and hospital.
An excellent block has been obtained in Wel-
lingion-ltrect, on the south side, a short dis-
tance from Lord-street.

I understand that the word ''conserva-
tive'' has a definite mecaning in connection
with the dental profession. As anl indica-
tion of the urgent need of greater
facilities for lpatienlts, staff and students,
the waiting list indicated in the repcrt is
of interest. I have already intimated that
the number of patients treated during tho
eight years the hospital has been in opera-
tion has been 37,030. Particulars regard-
ing the eases treated arc as follows:-

(or-s,rvative cases --

Orthiodontie eases --

Cruciral anaesthetic Cases
Ijocal anaesthetic eases-
Prosthetieceases
1Fr., treatments

2,231
84

.3,760
24,772

8,340
24,838

The waiting list of patients is recorded in
the annual report as follows;-

Conservative waiting list .. .. 104
Prosthetic waiting list:-

Old-age and invalid pensioners -- 151
public Health Department, susten-

ance workers . . - . . - 37
Ordinary hospital paying patients 122

The present accommodation and staff are
-quite inadequate to cope with the ever-

increasing volume Of treatment needed by

the community. New premises and equip-
ment will cost at least £.10,000 and the
annual subsidy will require to be doubled
to provide adequate staffs to cope with
the work and efficiently administer a new

and bigger building. If money for the
building and equipment, as well as the
extra staff, cannot be obtained, it appears
most unwise to erect a larger hospital that
will be provided with insufficient equip-
mient and be uinder-staffed. The point I am
endeavouring to make is that while the
present Dental Hospital is certainly inade-
quate, it wvill be a waste of money to erect
a new and more commodious hospital un-
less it is equipped in accordance with mod-
ern requirements and is properly staffed.
The M1inister will agree that in those cir-
cumnstances there is urgent need for im-
provenment and that the education of the
students should be of a modern character
so that they will be able to give efficient and
prompt attention to the public. I need not
emphasise the importance of the dental de-
pertinent for the preservation of health, and
the importance of seeing that those who at-
tend to the dental needs of the community
have every opportunity to do so in a proper
way. I notice that ii, Melbourne a new
dental school is about to be erected at a cost
of £100,000. The school will be under the
control of the Dean and Faculty and will hie
incorporated with the Royal Melbourne
Hospital. The standard of dental education
in Adelaide, Ifelhourix, and Sydney is ac-
.'epted by the General Medicnl Council of
Great Britain, and( those who hold the
qualification may practise in any part of
(;reat Britain. That will show that in the
Eastern States of the Commnonwealthi more
money has been spent onl dental hospitals
a ad equipment than has been spent in this
State. Of course I realise there is a very
much bigger population over there, but even
in proportion to our population there is still
a great disparity in the expenditure. The
teaching facilities in Perth are in need of
being brought up-to-date. How the staff
have managed to wvcrk so well: cribbed.
eabined and confined as they are irn premises
shockingly ventilated, I do not know. There
are about 12 chairs in the general room, and
I am sure the size of that room requires to
be doubled. for it affords no freedom for
the attendants when patients are being
treated. As I Fay, about £:10,000 would be
needed to build an up-to-date dental
hospital, and the time has long gone by
when that should have been done. I again
appeal to the Minister to see if something
cannot be attem pted to provide the
money and hasten the erection of
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the new building. The Minister knows
quite well that we callI never have the
neees,,ary additional facilities until thle
building- is erected. It is expecting too much
from that staff in fte hospital that they'
should do the work they are doing under
existing conditions, and I hope the M1inister
will try% to do something- for them.

MR. THORN (Tood 'vay [10.41 : I desire
to bring under notk-e th position. of the
lepers at Woorolco. This has become a
very serious question in that district, and
settlers residing around the sanatorium arc
very much worried for thle future of the
various industries that arc carried out in
Wooroloo. Apart from that, I should think
it would be vecry depressing- to the lpatients
at the sanatorium that lepers .should he ac-
coniniodated in the same grounds.

Mr. .Sleeiuan : How many are there7

Mr. THORN: There are four. WVhile
I appreciate the difficulties of the Mns
ter and of the Government as pointed
out by the Minister to-night, I must remark
that one of thle greatest difficulties ta-day
is that of transport, for nobody wvants to
have anything to do with the unfortunate
lepers. They arc situated on tile top of a
hill not far from the sanatoriuni, -with no
outlook whatever except tall. gumn trees It
is a pity we could not have inade use of
one of our small islands and put those
people there under ha ppier conditions,
where they would have sonic outlook and[
somlething to do, where they could walk
about and even fish and shoot. That would
be much plensanter for them, but where they
are they seem to be' simply icondemnned to
death. I do not think it is right to have
them alongside the sanatorium. Pro-
vision is made for entertaining the unfor-
tunate patients in the sanatorium, in addition
to which they have a. good library and bil-
liard room and] a picture show andi canl walk
about virtuall ,y as they like. Altogether
things are made as pleasant as possible for
themn, hut it is not so with thle lepers, who

ar -onfined to the!ir small ros h
people at Wonroloo arc greatly concerned
about it and I think we should agree with
them, that it must have a depressing effect
on the value of property in the district, for
no one wrants to live in an area where lepers
are housed. We hav-e, lad a deputation to
the Minister, asking that the lepers he re-
moved. I have here a letter fronm the Woo-

roloo Progress Asscciation requesting that
thle matter be again placed before the
Minister. The writer states that when the
first leper was accommodated at Wooroloo,
the then, Minister, the late lon. J. E. Dodd,
promised a depuitation that it would be only
a templorary measure and that as9 soon as
po ssible that leper would be removed.

Mr. 'Moloney: That was a long time ago.
Mr. THORN: Yes, but the Minister made

that promise and unfortunately it has never
been carried out; indeed, additional lepers
have been sent up there, and only a year
ago a new house was built to accommodate
a. woman patient. I listened to the member
for Kimberley's remarks on a recent occa-
sion when the hon. member demonstrated
to the House the danger of the disease. The
Commissioner of Public Health treats the
disease as not being dangerously infective,
except through personal contact with a per-
son suffering from leprosy. The member
f'or K~imberley pointed out that ten years
ago there were five knmown eases of leprosy
in the N1 orth-West whereas to-day there are
133 known cases. That is sufficient to prove
that the diseasge is a very grave danger.

.Mr. Coverley: And that "was after quite
a cursory examination.

The Minister for Health: There was no
examination at all ten years ago.

Mr. THOR.N: The figures show that the
danger is growving. Right through the ages
leprosy has been regarded as a dread dis-
ease. I hope the Mlinister will he able to
do something. Members can appreciate the
feelings of the residents of the district. They
are greatly concerned.

Mr. Rodoreda: What do you suggest?
Mr. THORN: I suggested placing them in

isolation on the coast, or somewhere where
they would have a brighter outlook and be
able to occupy their time.

Mr. Rodoreda: In somebody else's edcc-
to rate 3

Mr. THORN: There is no need to say
that. Areas are available 'where they could
be placed and where they would not be a
danger to anybody. It might be possible
to place them on an island.

The Mfinister for Health: A doctor would
have to bie sent with them.

Mr. THORN: Would that he absolutely
neceessary? Would it not be possible to iso-
iate them and provide the necessary medi-
eal requirements for the patients to treat
themselves?. T believe, that there is not a
great deal of treatment for the disease.

1199
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Thb Minister for Health: My advice is
that they must have medical treatment.

Mr. THORN: I mention this matter with
a full appreciation of all the difficulties. To
have a lazaret and lepers adjacent to the
city is a definite danger, and the presence
of the lazaret must be very depressing to the
patients at the sanatorium. Their outlook
must seem hopeless enough without having
lepers placed in the same area.

The M~inister for Health: They are well
separated. You could go to the sanatorim
Eor ten years and not know that there was
a lazaret in the vicinity.

Mr. THORN: I do not wish to misrepre-
sent the position. I grant that the lepers
are located probably half a mile from the
sanatorium, but the point is they are there.
I appeal to the Minister to give earnest con-
sideration to my representations on behalf
of the people of Wooroloo. I hope it will
be possible to evolve a scheme to move the
lepers away, isolate them, give them a bet-
ter outlook, and something to do. I have
travelled through the North-West a good
deal and I knowr there arc places on the
coast where they could he made happy and
would not interfere with anyone. To be
housed amongst that timber with nothingc
to do must be sad for those p~atients. They
cannot even participate in any form of
sport. I am hopeful that money will be
made available for the septic tank at Wooro-
loo.

The Minister for Health: The money is
being made available and the septic tank
is being reconditioned.

Mr. THORN: I am glad to hear that.
It is a very necessary work.

MR. MOLONEY (Suhiaico) [10.16]: 1
agree with the member for Perth as to the
inadequacy of the present buildings and
staff at the Perth Dental Hospital. The
superintendent is an admirable mail who
does everything possible, hut he is inun-
dated with cases, and the facilities avail-
able make his task of coping with the work
very difficult. I support the mnemher for
Perth in his statement as to the need for
doing everything possible to assist the in-
stitution. I wish to refer also to the long-
promised ward for the King Edward Me-
tmorial Hospital. I plumed myself on hav-
ing secured £5,000 from the Lotteries Com-
mission for the work, and imagined that
the job would be proceeded with almost
immediately. That was previous to the Ili-

ister's departure for London. I understood
that all that remained to be done was to
finalise the plans. If the Minister has over-
looked the matter, I hope this reference
will prod his memory. I should like an
assurance that the construction of the
building will be proceeded with in the near
future.

MR. rOX (South Fremantle) (10.18]: 1
trust that the Minister will give some con-
sideration to the people who are attempt-
ing to establish a dental clinic with the
object of providing treatment for school
children. In the Fremantle district a cen-
sus was taken of the niumber of children
uinder the age of nine whose teeth required
attention. Out of 835, no fewer than 472
required dental treatment, or over 56 per
cent. The people of the district are endea-
vouring to set up a dental clinic for all
children up to the age of nine between
Buckland Hill and Rockingham. The
equipment will cost £260. and it will be
necessary to employ a dentist. The ex-
pense will be borne by the people, supple-
mnented by donations from various mnunici-
palities and road boards. As this is a
duty which the Government should under-
take, I hope the Minister will favourably
consider granting a small subsidy to the
people -who are engaged in such a laudable
work.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [10.30]:
Last year when the Minister brought down
the Medical and Health Estimates I drew
attention to the fact that no provision had
been made on them for the Wooroloo sana-
torium. That is also the position on these
Estimates, no provision having beeni mode
there for this institution. The responsi-
bility of conducting the sanatorium has
been transferred to the hospital fund. The
Minister told us at the beginning of his
speech that the hospitals w'ere causing hil,
a great deal of concern. No doubt the
demand made upon him by the hospitals is
considerable. He has given away to the
Treasury at least £9,000 a year, and prob-
ably more. The last reference on the Esti-
mates to the sanatorium was made when I
wvas Minister for Health, and the sum set
down w'as about £9,000.

The Minister for Health: About £14,000.
lion. C. G. LATHAM: The next thing

will probably be that every otber institu-
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tion wvill be brought under the hospital
fund.

The 'Minister for Health: There is 110

need to worry about that.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I notice the Mini-

ister received some compensation for that
money; because a sum was made available
on the Estimates last year of £15,000, as
shown in the statement of accounts. The
Treasury gave that money. I suppose it
was given to clear tip the two years during
which the Woorolon sanatorium had been
conducted under the hospital fund.

The Minister for Health: Only one year.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Last year and the

year before. I have the Estimates before
me. I am not complaining, but I hope the
Minister will acknowledge that I was right
when I drew attention to the matter last
year. I am sorry that money has been
given away.

The Mfinister for Health: I have not
given it away.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then it has been
taken.

The Minister for Health: Neither has it
been taken.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Bitt there is no
provision for that institution on this year's
Estimates. Nothing has been set aside for
it. The Minister ought to admit that for
the last two years the institution has been
run from the hospital fund.

The Minister for Health: Only one year.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: On the Estimates

of 1933-34, at the bottom of page 76, the
amount is shown as £16,500. That includes
the whole of the hospitals, the secretary of
the Kalgoorlie hospital, and the nurses and
maids at the sanatorium, as well as the
general expenditure. At the bottom it says
"less rebate to hospital fund of £9,000."1
That was for the year 1933-34. There was
nothing on the Estimates last year, and)
there is nothing on the Estimates this year.
The r ebate to the hospital fund of £9,000
represents roughly the cost of the institu-
tion. I am not going to say anything more
about it, but the Committee ought to know
that the hospital fund is being used for this
purpose.

The Minister for Health: Nothing of the
kind.

Hon. C. U. LATHAM: It is. The Treas-
urer paid £15,000 into the fund as a sop for
the Minister over the £9,000. The Act gives
absolute control over the fund to the _Minis-

ter. He is the only one who can spend the
money. There is certainly no provision on
the Estimates for this year. When may we
expect the return wvhich the Hospital Fund
Act compels the 'Minister to lay on the Table
of the House? I have information from a
return that has been issued showing that
the hospital fund last year amounted to
£232,919. That is considerably more than
the amount for the previous year. The hos-
pital tax collections amounted to £E182,398,
the hospital fund collections amounted to
£33,493, and the giant from the revenue
fund was £15,000.

The Minister for Health: That does not
come from the hospital fund.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It comes from the
revenue fund, and was used to make up for
the two previous years.

The Minister for Health: It came from
the Treasury, not from the hospital fund.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM.: Miscellaneous re-
ceipts amounted to £379,000, and the bal-
ance of overdraft amounted to £649. There
is no provision on these Estimates for any
further payment. The Treasurer told me in
reply to an interjection that this was the.
last £1.5,000 the Minister was going to get.
There is no provision on the Estimates for
any more. The Wooroloo sanatorium might
have been taken out from hospitals, because
it is quite a different institution from the
general hospitals.

The Minister for Health: Of course it is.
Hon. C. G. LATHAMI: The money ought

to be paid by the Treasury. I hope the
Minister, if he is in office next year, will
Fhare these Estimates revised. At any rate,
we may be there to do it ourselves. When
the Minister said that certain works would
be carried out, did he mean that they were
going to be carried out fromt the hospital
fund or by the Public Works Department?
I refer to renovations at the Wooroloo sana-
torium. It will cost a good deal to main-
lain all the building., there. They are not
as substantial as are some of our other hos-
pitaL. buildings.

The Minister for Health: I wish all our
hospitals were as substantial.

Hon. C. G. LATHA-M: That mnay he so
with regard to the goldfields and the 'Merre-
din hospitals, but generally speaking all are
well built.

The Minister for Health: They are not as
substantial as the Wooroloo sanatorium.

Hon. C. G. LATH-AM: I realise that dur-
ing the nine years the Minister has held
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office the hospitals have been rather sub-
stantially built.

The Minister for Health: The new ones
have beeii.

lion. C. 6. LATH{AM: I know that do-
iands are, being made upon the money that
is available. The member for Perth and
the member for South Fremantle weant den-
tal hospitals, and the niember for Subiaco
also wants money.

'Ur. Moloney: That is supposed to be
available.

Hon. 0. G. LATHAM: The lion, member
should take the Minister to task for that.
I should like the -Minister to admit that the
statement I made last year was perfectly
correct.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [10.28] : One of
(lhe activities associated with the Health De-
partinent is the burial of destitates. I
un'dersta ni tihat tenders are cailed for this
pu~rpose.

lion. C. 0. LAtliani: Neither of these de-
p)fitnilOnts is responsibIle for that.

M~r. ('ROSS: Whether that is so or not
there a ppearIs anti itemi onl the Estimates ye-
ferring to paymlen ts for the burial oif desti-
tutes. I wvant the Mill ister to see whether
I.etter pr'ovision cannot he made tha n is
,made at present for the burial of poor
people. I have attended one or, two of the
funerals, and illn myOpin ion they reflect no
credit oin this or any other Government. One
pernicious aind-shall I say-sordid practice
now existing is that of iudertakers being re-
quested to pay ' v reium nis for the picking-u p
of bodies. Premiums up) to 7s. 6dt. are paid
for the privilege of picking upt a body onl
the oft-chance that there might be enough
mloney avatible from relatives to p~ay for a
decent fiuneralI. T hat practice should cease.
I ho~pe the Minlister willg-ive attention to the
matter and see whether he cannot make
avatilable at little nmore than Z 4 for. a funeral,
sot that these persons many at least be l burie
wvith c0ommon01 decency .. Itiai perfctl' sin -
verc in this. It was brotught forcibly home
to late not long, ago when I tad the mis-
Foirtune to attend the i ntermient of at desti.
title. Never aain d'o I want. to see wa
I saw then.

MR. RODOREDA (Roebourne) (10.32]:
T was pleased to hear the M1inister feature
the aerial medical service in his introduc-
tion of these Estimates. 'We of the North-
West join in the Minister's congratulations

onl the fact of the service at last becoming
all accomplished fact. We canl also sin-
cerely congrotulate the -Minister onl the manl-
ner ill which hie hies improved medical ser-
vices generally onl the coast. ] do not like
to speak in this strain; I would sooner argue
with the Minister; but the improvement is
so manifest that one is compelled to pay a
tribute to the lion. gentlemn's administra-
tion of his department. I have seen the
planes provided for the aerial medical ser-
vice, and undoubtedly they are a credit to
tile company who supplied them and to the
committee who have organised the flying
medical service and brought it to fruition.
However, it is not much use having the
means of transporting- patients to hospitals
while the facilities available at those lios-
pitalls arc not in accord with modern prac-
tice. I1 ask tile 'Minister to bea a little more
lenient towards requests from the North,
particularly' as regards myw electorate, for
imp)roved accommodation and greater facili-
ties at hospitals. I call honestly say that
the hospitals in) my electorate aIre in this
respect worse thain any others onl the coast.
The most primitive conditions still exist in
the Roeboune hospital, especiall 'y as re-
gards the sanitary service. I ask that a
sejptic tank system be provided there. If
thle M1inister could see the conditions pro-
vailing, he would undoubtedly be scandalised.
The new doctor appointed under the Mlin-
ister's scheme was absolutely disgusted with
the conditions, and made a protest to the
department and requested that something be
done as soon as possible to have the present
system altered. Further, there is no oper-
ating theatre at either Reebourne or Onslow.
We have at Roebourne a highly skilled and
thoroughly up-to-date medical man; but hie
cannot do his work properly without alt
operating theatre-it is utterly impossible.
A. great many of the benefits of the flying-
doctor scheme will he nullified by the wvant
of n operating theatre. The samre want
exists at Onslow. For the last 12 mponths

Ihave been endeavouring to get some sbtis-
faction from the Mfedical Department onl
t hese two points, but so far without sucecess.
Facilities at Onslow airc utterly inadequate.
For three years I have b)en trying to get at
maternity wvard established there: the re-
quest has become a sort of hardy annual
with me. T am Ipleased to state, however,
flint with the help of the Lotteries Coal-
mission and that of at subscription raised in
Onslow, the maternity ward will soon be-
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come an accomplished fact. Primitive con-
ditions exist at Onslow as regards the electric
lighting plant. Under the policy of the
previous Minister for Health. the hospitals
were leased to matrons who would not usc
the electric lighting plant where it was
available at Roebourne.

Hon. C. G. Latham:. Do you say I started
that policy9

Mr, itODOREDA: No. I spoke of the
policy operating nder the previous Min-
ister for Health.

Lion. C. 0. Lathamn: I tried to get the
mnatrons to use the electric lighting- plants,
but they refused to do it.

M1.r. RvODOREDA: How could they be
expected to use electric lighting plants with
the miserable subsidies they were receiving?
They were walking about with huirricane
lamps at night and attending operations
lby that illumination. I give full credit to
th present Minister for having altered a
scandalous system. I see by the Press that
one of the delegates of the British Medical
Association also condemned the system. At
Onslow there is no electric lighting plant
now. Can tire Minister inform me who will
be required to pay the cost of transport by
aeroplane in the event of an outback patient
requiring a doctor's services? I realise that
the committee are running the scheme, and
the Government have only one representa-
tive on the committee. I hope that for the
information of people in the North the Min-
ister may be able to answer my question.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [10.38] : On
behalf of the people of my electorate I wish
to thank the 'Minister fur the many thing-,
lie has done during the last couple of years
to improve the public. health position. During
his terms in office, both the present and the
previous one, he has al%&ays taken the keen-
est interest in public health. The people of
moy district have good cause to appreciate
his efforts extending over a period of years.
There are two or three things I would like
to mention on the Public Health Estimates.
One is in connection with the visits of
dental officers to country schools. As I
understand the position, the dental officers
are limited in number. I was pleased to
hear the Minister say that he hoped to get
an additional dental officer appointed next
year. However, when the dental officers
come to the country they mostly confine
themselves to the large centres. of popula-
tion. To my way of thinking, that is the

wrong way to get about it. The further
outback their efforts could be carried, the
better it would he for country children. I
suggest that the Minister give consideration
to the establishment of a travelling clinic. It
appears that arrangements could be made
for a travelling clinic to visit outlying
centres and thus serve people who, I con-
sider, are entitled to receive assistance which
so far they hare not been able to obtain.
I was very glad to hear that the subsidy for
infant health centres is likely to be increased
to its former amount. There has been some
talk about placing such centres. under direct
departmental control. The Ka tanning people
who control the local clinic would much pre-
fer to be left as in the past and in those cir-
cumsnlces a return to the former subsidy
would be all the more satisfactory. Lastly, I
have often wondered if the Medical Depart-
m]ent has given consideration to the question
of instituting a national health insurance
scheme, During the past few weeks we have
heard a lot about national unemployment
insurance, and while I am prepared to say
that that would be very desirable and uiay
be practicable, I am more hopeful of a
practicable health insurance scheme being
tnauru rated in Western Australia. The
amount of the hospital tax collected -now has
almost reached the point at which it will en-
able something of the sort to be undertaken.
People would probably be prepared
to pay a . little more under the head-
ing of hospital tax if something could
be established on the basis of national health
insurance. Under existing circumstances,
tie more income a man earns, the more
hospital tax he has to pay. If he receives
any incomle at all, he has to pay. As surely
as a man receives an income, so su'rely
will he he asked to pay for treat-
ment in a hospital. Payment of tax,
therefore, does not provide any re-
turn. in treatment to the individual. I
do not know whether anything of the
sort is possible at present, but I would like
the Minister to indicate if the establishment
of a national health isurance scheme has
been considered, and if so, with what result.
If it has, not, will he say that it will be con-
sidered in the future?

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
S. AV. M[uasie-Hanaans-in reply) [10.43]:
A few requests have been made during the
course of the debate. The first referred to
increased assistance to the Dental Hospital.

1203



[ASSEMBLY.]

At present there is no hope of any increase
in the subsidy. Mfembers tray not be aware
that the Dental Hospital is not i4 Govern-
ment institution. The Government have no
control over it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The subsidy paid to
the Dental Hospital has not been reduced
and in that respect the institution was very
fortunate.

The MIN'IISTER FOR HEALTH: It is
the one subsidy that has not been reduced
under the Financial Emergency Act.

Hon. 0. G. Latham: That is true.
The MINISTE R FOR HEALTH : I

realise the value of the institution, but
it is controlled by the Dental Board.
A special board is appointed to control the
hospital and there is one representative
from the Health Department. The only con-
trol the Government have over thle iiistitu-
tion is in a general sense, in that the Gov-
ernment provide a subsidy of upwards of
£1400 per year and it is subject to conditions,
namely, that the hospital will treat invalid
and old-age pensioners free, and that they
will treat any patients wvho present them-
selves on the recomnnendation of the matron
of the King Edward Memorial Hospital for
WTomn~. I have not heard any complaints
regarding the non-comnpliance with those
conditions.

Hfon. C. G. Latham: The institution is
fair:l y generous.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
is so, and those concerned are doing their
best under very difficult circumstances. The
present building is not large enough. The
rooms are upstairs and are not at all con-
venient. At any rate, at present. I cannot
htold out any hope for an increased subsidy.
The member for Toodyay referred to the
lazaret at Wooroloo. I am sorry that he
mentioned the matter, because it merely
serves to give further publicity to it. The
patients at the- lazaret. must be catered for
somewhere, and if the present lazaret is
removed, it must be located where
Medical treatment is available. We caninot
have a lazaret except within reasonable dis-
tance of medical assistance. We have the
buildings, and while the number of pa-
tients remains as at present, I do not think
the Government would be justified in dis-
carding the present site and building else-
where. Another matter referred to 'was
the provision of the additional ward at
the King Edward Memorial. I wish to

inform. the member for Subiaco that as
soon as the parties concerned can reach
an agreement, the matter will be attended
to. I understand the necessary money is
available. I believe as a result of the hon.
member's efforts in making representations
to the Lotteries Commission, the money is
available. The plans are not yet ready.
fia fact, I do not think they can. be pre-
pared because it has not been definitely
decided what is wanted. When that phase
is attended to, I hope the work will be
carried out as speedily as possible. With
regard to the burial of the destitute, I ad-
mit that the present conditions arc not as
satisfactory as they might be, At any
rate, the cost involved is 50 per cent.
greater than was provided three or four
years ago. At the same time, if we have
mtoney to spend, I think it can be more
Usefully employed On behalf Of those who
are living thtan in the direction suggested.
The member for Roebourne asked who
would pay for transport. I do not desire
to answer him incorrectly. I think I. know,
but when I receive definite information on
the point, I will acquaint him accordingly.
The remaining question relates to the es-
tablisliment of travelling dental clinics. It
is impossible to provide them at present. We
have not the necessary mioney, nor can we
make arrangements with the Railway De-
partmient. I hope that in the near future
at least one travelling clinic will be pro-
vided so that treatment will he available
at the schools in the outer country districts.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Public Health, £35,364:

lion. J. CUNNINGHAM: Will the Min-
ister inform the Committee regarding the
intention of the Government concerning
the provision of additional accommodation
and increased staff for the Kalgoorlie Hos-
pital 7

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I am
informed that an effort has been made at
Kalgoorlie and approximately £1,600 has
been provided. Heaven knows, there is
necessity for sonic increased acconunoda-
tion at Kalgoorlie, but the local people
have refused every request that they
should make an effort when I have told them
they had to do the same as people in
other districts did, and find halt the
money. Now they have arced, and I be-
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lieve have provided £1,600. If so, I will
reciprocate and find all I can for the ac-
commodation at Kalgoorlie Hospital. Cer-
tainly there will have to be some increase
made in the nurses' quarters, not only at
Kalgoorlie, but at other centres. We are
now going thoroughly into that and I be-
lieve arrangements can be made, that we
can find interest arid sinking fund from
the hospitals tax for a period of years to
meet the eoit of building nurses' quarters.

Item, Payments to local health authori-
ties, £2,500:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I would remind
the Minister that he is spending money from
the hospitals fund for payment to local
health* authorities. There is here the en-
try "less rebate to hospital fund £1,730."
That is on the expenditure side, and mere
is £ 2,500 on the Estimates. I have checked
that, and I believe it is the only item for
which a rebate is made. I am not sure
whether, under the Hospitals Fund Act,
the Minister can charge against moneys
paid to local health authorities, except for
a, hospital.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.,

House adjourned at 10.56 p.m.
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QUESTION-WORKERS' HOMES
BOARD.

Reverted Dwcellings.
Hon. J1. CORNELL asked the Chief Sec-

retary: 1, How many unallotted reverted

dwelling-houses are now awaiting disposal
by the Workers' Homes Board under-(a)
Part III., (b) Part Ill., of the Act? 2, In
what localities are they situated, and how
many are there in each locality? 3, What
are the estimated values under each part
of the Act quotedI

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Unallotted reverted dwellings under
Workers' Homes Act-(a) Part III., lease-
hold, 1; (1)) Part IV., freehold, 57. 2,
Albany 1, Arrino 2, Bassendean 5, Bays-
water 1, Beaconsfield 1, Bellevue 2, Ben-
cubbin 1, B~everley 1, Bicton 4, Busselton 1,
Byford 1, Claremlont 1, Corrigin 4, Cottes-
boe 1, Dangin 1, Denmark 1, East Fremantle
1, Geralton 1, Goornalling 1, Kalainunda 1,
Katanning 3, Kondinin 3, Kununoppin 1,
.Maylands 2, Merredin 1, Minnivale 1, Mt.
Hawthorn 1, Narrogin 2 (1 Part ILL.), Nor-
thain 1, Nungarin 2, Palmyra 1, Pingelly 1,
Pitllara 1, 'South Perth 1, Tincurrin 1,
Wagin 1, Wembley 2, Wyalkatchemn 1,
Total .58. 3, Part III., leasehold, £370;
Part IV., freehold, £E29,900.

MOTION-MINES REGULATION ACT.

To Disallow Regulation.

Debate resumed front the 24th September
on the fo~llowing, motion by Hon J. Nichol-
soil (Metropolitan)-

That Regulation No. 17a. made under -the
Mines Regulation Act, 1906, as published in the
'Government Gazette ' on the 8th March, 1935,

tind laid on the Table of the House on the 6th
August, 1935 , be and is hereby disallowed.

RON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
-in reply) [4.38] : By necessity I found
myself in the position of baying- to move
for the disallowance of the whole of the
regulation, although there are certain parts
of the regulation to which I have no objec-
lion. Had it been competent for me to do
so, I would have confined my motion to the
particular part of the regulation to which
I objected. That part has relation to the
early portion of the regulation referring
to certificates and qualifications required
for underground supervisors, etc. The regu-
lation sets forth, amongst other things, that
an underground manager, foreman or shift
boss whose duty it is to exercise some con-
trol and supervision over 12 or more under-
g'round employees in any mine shall have
been employ' ed underground for a period
of not less thtan five years, andi shall bA


